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Frosterley Pensioners Party 


Above: Linda Srewin tfrshmg up the food 
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EMILY IS 

Fondant and Apron Strings 

Christmas Cake 

WINNER 

Full story on page £ 
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News from 
the Gazette office 


GAZETTE STOCKISTS 


Thu Weardale Gazette can be bought from 
the following retailers: 

Heather Ross, Cowsfiill 
Co-Op, 5t. John's Chapel 
PdsE Office, Root hope 
Grey Bull, Stanhope 
Durham Dales Centre, Stanhope 
Co-op, Stanhope 
Paper Shop, Stanhope 
Chip Shop, Frosterley 
Co-op, Frosterley 
Gardiners, Frostertey 
Convenience Store, Woisingnam 
Bradley Burn, Wolsingham 
Premier Store, Tow Law 
He!me Park Service Station, Tow Law 
Corner Shop, Billy Row 
Hope Street News, Crook 
Blue Stone Tea Shop, Crook 
Local Food and Wine, Crook 
Helmington Rdw Service Station 
Sheldons, WiKington 
One Stop, Howden-ie-Wear 
Jet Garage, Howden-le-Wear 
Asda, Bishop Auckland 
Evenwood Stores 
Dun Cow, Witton-le-Wear 
The Victoria Inn, Witton-le-Wear 
Fir Tree Service Station 
Duke □ f York, Fir Tree 
C.A. News, Middieton-in-Teesdale 
Egglestone Hall Cafe, Tearoom & Giftshop 

if you ore o retailer, and would tike to 
stock the Gazette, please get in touch. 


OUR PUBLICATIONS 


Weardale Gazette 


|| Newspape r (out Wed nesday fortn ight ly]. 


Remember When 




Benefits of 
Advertising 

Huge audience! 

See just how far this paper 
travels! Our huge reader 
audience can be seen 
on our Facebook page 

Adverts viewed 
by THOUSANDS! 

Positive reviews 

View our advertising feedback 
on: Facebook / Reviews 

Let the Weardale Gazette 
help advertise YOUR 
business... Call us now 

on: (01388) 527706 

Subscriptions 

3, 6 & 12 month subscriptions 
(postal or emailed) 


Corrections and Clarifications 

WE sitivfl loansura the artidas piisfahed in Lha 
Wnrdate Gazelle ara kulhfyl and accurate bid 
in U'.e avanl of an eitor, .nil always con ad 
or dui ify any issues as soon as possicte. Wu 
* li L’Libsh rttesa on Uiis page if thafl becomes 
necessary. The YYeardate Gazette abidas by ilia 
Editors' Cette of Practice. administered Ojr ma 
Press Complaints Commtsston. if you have a 
compJainl about anything published in Ihs sfflian, 
piaasa usa ma codaols on me page La tet us know. 


Information deadline 
for next edition is 

IS January 


Next Gazette on sale 

WEDNESDAY 
24 January 


Nostalgic publication, full of old photos and 
memories of "how we used to be." 

The publication is printed whan full, so we 
cannot publish this without your help! 
PLEASE keep sending us your old photos 
(or call h d nd we' 11 scan them immediate ly.: 


Magazine 


previously an annua! publication, now 
published seasonal (March, June, Sept, Dec.J 


Calendar 2018 


Previously out in October. From next year 
the Cale nda r will be avails b le fro m J uhe. 

As always, full of stunning local landscape 
photography submitted by our readers. 

Thank you to the following people, who 
have photographs published in our 20LB. 
ca lender. 

■ Stephen Moore, Crook 
» Lisa Parkin, Crook, 

* David Raymond, Wolsingham 

* Anita Atkinson, Harperley 

* Nichols Gaines 

» Andrea Gascoigne, Frosterley 

* June Henderson, Casllesirie 

* Diane Beddard 

■ Mark Rowney 

Could each of you please call into 
the Gazette officetD collect your 
complime ntary calendar? 

A huge thank you to everyone who 
submitted photographs for the calendar. 

They were of a really high standard and 
some images have been forwarded into next 
year's calendar entries. 

Look out for the wildlife photograph 
submissions which have been placed in our 
Magazine - OUT NOW l _ j 


Emailed direct to you! 


You can now buy ALL 
publications as a PDF 

ONLY El PER COPY 

* Newspaper 

* Magazine 

* Remember When 

* Calendar 

To order yours, contact us on: 
Email, subscriptions® 

weardaleg azette. co.uk 

Tel. (01388) 527706 
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with the 
Hooke ttes 


ROOKHOPE Village Hall was the setting for another 
so perb concert organ is ed by villager, Paul Williams. 

Despite the pre-Christmas rush, villagers turned out in 
force to attend the event, held in memory of two people, 
much-loved and missed in the village. Lennie Willis and 
Jane Hogarth both died eariierthis year and Paul wanted 
to do something for their respective spouses - Marjorie 
and Andy - while raising money for two charities close 
to their hearts. Cancer Care and Macmillan Nurses. 

Paul sought the favourite tunes and sings from both 
Marjorie and Andy to be included in the concert, which 
featured Heather Andrews, a professional singer who 
just happens to be Paul's niece. This concert featured a 
much larger band than last time and also included some 
vocalists and musicians who live in the village. 

And so, with everyone seated comfortably, Paul, a 
talented musician, set the scene with a film show of a 
blind pianist. He then addressed the audience, saying the 
performance they had just seen showed that whatever 
life throws at you, there is always someone worse off. 

^Watching a biind-from-birth pianist makes you realise 
that everything can be overcome/ said Paul before 
explaining that the first performance would be one of 
Marj or ie J s c h 0 ices - 'Any D ream will do' from Joseph and 
his Technicolour Dreamcoat from 1968. With Paul on. the 
piano, villager, Jane Pearce, bravely stepped forward to 
sing with her youngest daughter, India, aiding Paul by 
turning the music and another daughter, Aiofe, singing 
in the backing group. "The Rookettes'. A wonderful start 
and more to come. 


Landlord Kenny 
all dressed up 
for his performance 

The next song had the audience jigging and singing 
along—Heather step ped up to the m ic rophone, bac ked 
by a band that consisted of two guitars and Zachary 
Pearce on drums - making up the fourth member of 
his family to take part] 'Summer of "69 went down 
a storm with everyone in awe of Heather's amazing 
vocal talents. From Kent, she has just returned from 
two years working in India and seemed very happy 
with the response from Rookhope folk. A YouTube 
star, it is easy to see why she was so well received in a 
smalt village in the north-east! 

Heather continued with an Adele number - and 
all the while, a huge cinema screen as a background 
illustrated every song. There was music from every 
genre with Paul playing Jazz on his piano; David Bowie, 
the Foo Fighters and so much more. Sometimes it was 
Heather singing, sometimes the band and sometimes 
others from the vfilage too, including Kenny from the 
Rookhope Inn who' looks every inch the Rat Packer in 
his tuxedo] 




Paul accompanies Jane Pearce, 
while India turns the music pages 



The event was free to attend but with donations 
and a raffle matched by Barclays, the event raised 
£1,000. 

Again the Gazette was not able to stay for the 
second half, reluctantly having to leave to report 
other events that day, but it was another excellent 
event organised by Paul whose hard work behind 
the scenes paid off. 

Well done Paul and to everyone else involved. 
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Wolsingham School Presentation Evening 

Wolsingham School held its annual presentation evening at the beginning of December 

THE guest speaker was former, award-winning Sunderland FC goalkeeper, Jimmy Montgomery. The evening began with a musical introduction before the 


welcome was made by Chairman of the governing body, Bruno Porter. Acting head teacher r Kate Morris gave the opening remarks and the first presentations were 
made to the Cadet force with students who had been successful in Non-Commissioned Officer Promotions and Police cadet Leadership Award presentations. 
After a musical interlude, the Presentation of Pastoral awards were made beginning with House awards and the year 12 and 13 cups. These were followed by 
Curriculum awards before Mr. Montgomery gave a stirring speech. 

After another musical performance, the Presentation of Special Achievement awards were made, followed by the main prizes of the evening — tf»E Governors' 
Award and Head Teachers Award. 

AWARDS LIST: 

Pastoral Awards — The Wear House Cup — Rose Bevan, The Date House Cup - Nic Cooper, The Moor House Cup - Arron Bramfit, The Fell House Cup - Matthew 
Siddle,, The Year 12 Cup -Tasha Marley, The Year 13 Cup - Martin Screen 

Curriculum Awards - Accelerated Reader Award - Harry Richmond, English 5hieId — Olivia Morgan, Peter Heathenngton Poetry Shield - Maria BarrEtt, Maths 
Cup - Ben Hamilton, Science Cup - Rose Sevan, Steel Production Design Cup - Elise Moore, The Pinkney Food Technology Cup - Katie Patterson, The Health and 
Social Care Shield - Erin Hopps, Travel and Tourism Award - April Maddison, Business Shield - Caitlin Hunt, Sir Tom Cowie 1CT Cup - Matthew Ferguson, Hair 
and Beauty - Jodie Davis, Weardaie Motor Services shield for Geography - Matthew Ferguson, the Atkinson Cup for History -Chloe Bregazzi, RE Shield - Emma 
Glenister, French Trophy - Rose Bevan, Spanish Cup - Isobel Donnelly, The Pickering cup for Music- Maria Barrett, UK Heritage Rugs cup for Art - Daisy Wileman, 
Social Sciences Cup - Harry Catterick, PE Shield - Matthew Douthwaite, Team of the Year the Alan Turnbull Award - Year 7 Netball Team of Ellie Best, Lily Best, 
Ruby Collingwood, Ntamh Creaser, Millie Crowther, Isobel Curtis, Hannah Emerson, Zoe Evison and Lily Kane. 

Special Achievement awards; The Robinson Cup for perseverance and overcoming difficulty - Sam Eurdis, The Buckle Cup for academic progress/sporting 
achievement — isobel Donnelly, The Alistair Hawes Award for Citizenship/caring/kindness — Hie Cooper, The Hayes Trophy for work in the community — Adam 


Plumb, The Kenny Walton Award for being an outstanding ambassador for the school 
- Georgia Abbott, The Most Education Award for international citizenship - Georgina 
Hayes, Emily Wilson, Joshua Joanes, Emily Donnelly and Imogen Docherty. 

The Michael Wright Award for citizenship/sporting achievement - Emily Wilson. The 
Charlie Donaghy Cup- far citizenship/community work — Sam Carling. The Duke of 
Edinburgh Award - Anya Wirtz. The Olympic Values Award for respect, excellence and 
friendship - Matthew Siddle. The Governors Award Livvy Best. The Headteacher's 
Award - Chloe Bregazzi. 


Right: Sam Burdis, Rose Sevan, 
Jodie Davis, Ben Hamilton 
and Erin Hopp 

Below: 

The Netball team winners of the Alan Turnbull award 



Below: Imogen Dodierty, Emily Donnelly, 
Georgina Hayes, Emily Wilson with Joshua Joanes 


Right: 
Maria Sarratt, 
Olivia Morgan, 
Harry Richmond, 
Katie Patterson, 
Matthew Ferguson 


Below right: 

Matthew 
Douthewaite 
Matthew Siddle 
and Aaron 
Bramfit 




Advertisements 


Neat & Tidy 

Handyman and Property Services 

Int/ext painting, Fencing, Landscaping 
Pointing, Guttering, Concreting, Chainsaw 
Sharpening, Dismantling Service. 

Plus lots more 

Ask Ian: 01388 51 TO56 ,■ 07831249258 


WE-AR VALLEY VAN HIRE 


West E 3 aj k Farm, Helme Park, 

Tow Law, Bishop A uckland, DL13 4NR 
Tel: 07860 839301/ (01388) 731088 


Vans from £30 per day 
Contract hire 
from £80 per week 


Fully comprehensive insurance included 
Over 2 5s only 

( nllection & delivery service ivaiUbk 1 




MIKE RICHARDSON 
PAINTING 
& DECORATING 


Interior/Exterior Paintingi/Paper Hanging 

Friendly and Reliable Service 

All work fully guaranteed 
*FREE QUOTES* 




Tel: (01388) 517929 i 07960 248026 

Discounts for GAPs 




CR0ZIER ROOFING 


Slating Tiling Stone 
Lead Work 

All aspects of Roofing 

Tel: 01207 590767 


ALSTON ROAD GARAGE 


M1DDLETON-IN-TEESDALE 
on the B6277 Alston Road 

Open: Pdon-Fri 8am-7,Q0pfn.. Sat 8am-6.30pm 

Your Ford dealer and authorised 
repairer in South West Durham 

* MOT Testing including Diesels 

* Servicing & Repairs to most brands 

* Tyres and Alignment 

* FORD Cars, Rangers and Vans 

- Mutability Dealer Partner 

* Ford-Direct Nearly-new Cars 

* Used Cars 

View online at 

aistanroadgarage.co.uk 


Please ring for more 
information or a quote 

(01833}640213 



Panto enjoyed by audiences 
in Crook and Wolsingham 


A PANTOMIME, arranged by an organisation 
based in Crook, proved a huge success with sell¬ 
out audiences in Crook and Wolsingham. 

The Save the Empire Electric Palace Theatre 
group with help from the local Co-op, staged the 
panto using a professional theatre group, which 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended. 
It not only raise d money for the group but a Iso- 
aware ness of the cause. 

The former cinema is the oldest purpose-built of 
its kind in the north-east and the fourth oldest in 
the country. The building which currently houses 
Speedo Motor Parts, still holds many of the 
original features, incuding the red velvet seating 
of the era. The group hope to raise enough money 
to purchase the building and refurbish it to bring 
ft back to its original glory - a cinema, theatre, 
conference space and venue for the arts. 


The Electric Palace was opened on 21st 
November 1910. 

The Electric Palace {or do you remember it as 
the "Empire" or "Bottom House Pictures*?) 
was opened with great ceremony, designed by 
Henry Gibson and Pasca I J. Stie n let. Pa seal Jose p h 
5tenet was born in 1379 in North Shields the son 
of Belgium parents Pascal Joseph Stienlet (a Ship 
Chandler) and Marie Stephanie Vanderzander. 
He studied at Beaux Arts School in Paris and 
became an architect, in 190*1 he partnered with 
Henry Gibson another prolific northern architect 
who was associated with Dunn and Hansom well 
known Newcastle architects. 

With the rising popularity of colour television, 
the cinema closed in 1968 and was then turned 
into a Bingo Hall. After discovering that much 
of the original decor from the cinema years had 
been retained, a group was Set up in 2015 in 



Above: The interior of the Empire cinema currently 


the hope of restoring the building to a working 
cinema. The building will not only provide a 
working cinema but provide a Theatre and Arts 
Centre. Something which is very much lacking in 
the area. 

The pantomime this year is only one of many 
events to raise awareness and funding for the 
project, tf you are interested in learning more or 
becoming a member, visit the website at http:// 
www.eep-croak.org/ 


Right: 
The Dame 
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The WeandaleGaiette publishes readers' letters 
in Full whenever passible but the editor may 
edit them dawn if space dictates. The views 
expressed in this newspaper are not necessarily 
those of the editor,, staff or cirectors of the 
'-Vearrfale Publishing and Printing Co. Ltd. 


Thanks to Golden Lion Ladles 

THE Trustees of the Weardale Museum 
would like to thank '"Golden Lion Ladies 
Darts* and the "Stanhope Lodge of 
Freemasons" for their kind donations 
to our funds this year. We'd also like 
to extend our thanks to all of those 
Gazette readers who have supported the 
Museum with their visits to the Museum 
and/or our Photographic Exhibition and 
Family History Festival. The Museum was 
opened in 19S5 to provide a home for 
your heritage and history stories and we 
greatly appreciate your support. 

□avid Heathe ring ton. 
Secretary to the Trustees 

MARTIN, George Robert 
(Formerley of Hill End} 

JILL and family would like to express their 
sincere Hi a nks to all re latives, file nds and 
work associates for kind words, cards 
and flowers received during their recent 
sad bereavement, and sill enquiries 
throughout Geordie's illness. 

Grateful thanks also to 5tanhope 
Health Centre and special thanks to 
Dr. Hackett, Or. Tom Rowely, Dr. Green, 
Graham and staff at Stanhope Chemist 
and District Nurses for all their support. 

Heartfelt thanks to Chris Hardy 
funeral Director for his help, kindness 
and professionalism, and also to Sue Peat 
for the comforting service. 

Thank you for donations 
received for Stanhope Health Centre. 

Jill, Adam, Natalie and Elizabeth 

Weardale Museum Thanks 

AS the New Year dawns I would like to 
say a huge thank you to all of those who 
supported The Weardale Museum in 
2017. 

A special thanks to the volunteer 
Trustees for their essential work behind 
the scenes, to our faithful stewards who 
make sure that we open each day and to 
the 'Friends of the Museum 1 who support 
us with donations. If you were one of our 
visitors thank you for your support and 
we hope that you will return with family 
or friends. If you didn't manage to visit us 
in 2017 we hope that you wilt he able to 
ma ke it n ext year. It is our a i m to ma intai n 
a museum which helps to tell the history 
and heritage of the place where we live, 
we hope you find our work worthwhile. 
Thank You. David Heatherington, 

West gate 


Frosterley Pensioners’ Christmas Party 



Above: Some of the helpers and guests enjoying the meal 

THE annual Pensioners' Christmas Party held in Frosterley Village hall was another wonderful community event. 

Organised by the committee of volunteers who run the hall, many villagers turned out to help'. Lance Davenport, aided by a team, produced the 
two-course Christmas lunch, with drinks and all the trimmings. 

This was followed by some superb entertainment from singer and musician, Kevin Dawson, and a local skit J by villagers, Lance, Bryan, Mick and 
Pete that went down an absolute storm. Again., the whole community rallied to bring the elders of the village a superb Christmas treat in the 
traditional way. 


Ponies return 


DURHAM Wildlife Trust's Exmoor ponies have begun to return to the organisation's 
headquarters at Rainton Meadows near Hough to n-le-Spring on Wearside to spend 
the winter, having done an excellent conservation job in recent months. 

DWT brought in the ponies to graze on a number of its nature reserves because their 
method of grazing is good for wildlife habitats. Their ability to graze on encroaching 
rank grasses and tendency to browse means that they naturally Improve the species 
diversity of the sites they inhabit. One of the biggest summer tasks for volunteer 
teams is the cutting and raking of wildflower meadows but a conservation grazing 
programme meant the ponies did the work, enabling volunteers to focus on other 
essential conservation tasks. 

Durham Wildlife Trust identified eight reserves on which the ponies could graze, 
including sites throughout Gateshead and County Durham and at the Trust's two 
visitor centres. Low Barns, near Witton-le-Wear, and Rainton Meadows. Now, the 
ponies are returning to Rainton Meadows for the winter. 

Mark Dinning, from the Trust, said: "The past few months have seen the ponies 
based across our nature reserves, keeping grasslands in good condition. They have 
done a terrific job." 

If you are coming to Rainton Meadows to see the ponies, remember they are not 
domestic animals. Please don't feed them - it isn't good for their health and they may 
bite. 



Photo by Enid Hoseason 


Nursery children 
thrill audience 
with Nativity 

CHILDREN from the Emerald Little Gems Nursery 
in Crook performed in a Nativity play for parents, 
friends and other family members just before 
Christmas. 

The play was performed in St Andrew's Dawson 
Street church hall in front of a capacity audience. 
The children - all pre-school - were delightful, 
telling the Christmas story in the best of Christian 
traditions. 

Employee, Sarah Kellett from Wolsingham, who 
helped organise the performance, said, "It went 
realty we 11, a 11 pare nts commented on ho w i t looked 
like a really professional, show the all children were 
amazing." 
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STANHOPE PARISH COUNCIL 


At a meeting of the Council 1 held in the Dales Centre,. Stanhope 
on 2nd November 2017 
Police end the Community 

PC Crampsie will be attending the December meeting and has sent the 
tallowing replies. 

Cllr Brewm is concerned about the number of cars parted on the pavements 
in Frosierley? 

This is a valid point that has been highlighted however a very difticu It one to 
resatve. All persons parked an the pavement in anyway commit an offence 
which can be dealt with by means of a ticket. I would urge the Council to 
consider that it the vehicles in Frosteriey were not on the pavement then 
they would be fully an the road and would probably narrow the main 
carriageway to one lane which would probabfy be potentially more at 
a problem and we would not be able to prevent this as there is nothing 
currently to enforce in that area so they could park on the road legally and 
there would be nothing we could do about it. I would suggest that we look 
at sensible/fesponsible parking.The rule of thumb we use is that a double 
pushchair or wheelchair shoufd be able to pass. If that is not the case we 
would look at other options and consider offences for obstruction. 

ClIr Mrs Maddison would like to report that children are plavine in the 
chu-'chvard and dim bine on a mound of soif and then onto the walk We 
nri.c ::sL-;c ~c r in-; rro.rtl :c :» removed. 

Again this is also vaEid there has been a couple of reports regarding youths 
in the cemetery committing ASS. At present frosteriey is a desirable area 
for youths to congregate and misbehave. This was discussed at the recent 
PACT meeting but not adopted as apriority as the persons present selected 
another matter to be focussed on. Despite this a certain instigator of the 
ASB in Frosteriey has been adopted as a neighbourhood polking target and 
he will be dealt with robustly, so hopefully things will quieten down. I can. 
confirm that this area is being monitored. 

Cflr Blackett woulQ like to report that cars are parkino on the too: oath by the 
doctors sureerv at 5-t John's Chapel. 

This is Slid II being monitored but again we have to bear in mind the Frosteriey 
situation and parking and I believe at this is very similar. It ts Likely to be 
persons using the doctors surgery infrequently and consideration could 
be given to link in with the surgery to get then to speak to patients about 
parking more conside rateEy.{dhis cou Id be done in a form of a fetter From tbe 
parish requesting this?] Resolved: The councilors would tike a letter to go 
to the surgery for them to put a notice up saying please park responsibly as 
pedestrians need to use the footpath 

Cflr Mrs Sutdift would like to know has the automated number plate 
recognition been in place in the dale. 

Yds, ANPR has now been placed in two locations in Weardale, awaiting the 
third. The focations remain undisclosed For obvious reasons. 

Interviews for Stan ho p* Urban 

One of the applicants sends there apologies as they feel at this moment 
in time they cannot commit to the post. Cllr Mrs Humble formerly co¬ 
opted Mr Andrew Fishbum onto the Parish Council as Ward Councillor for 
Stanhope Urban. 

Matters Arising 

1. STEPS LEADING TO THE STEPPING STONES - This job has been passed 
onto Highways 

2. POLES ON THE ROOOKHOPE TO ALtENHEADS ROAD- This was passed to 
Highways as there are too many poles tor the Community Highways Worker 
to paint 

3. ROADSIDE VERGES - The verges are now being cut 

4. GENERAL WORK - The Community Highways Worker is currently 
sweeping/clearing leaves and checking drains/gullies and ditches before 
the weather turns 

5. ROAD TO THE ELEPHANT TREES - The road was inspected on 15th 
September and is a single track rural road which is predominantly used by 
local farmers. The road surface is old and warn but there are no actionable 
detects. The road will be added to a future Surfacing Program. DCC may 
need to cany out a longer term work, and have added this to the work 
programme For completion in the nest 12 months Resolved: Clerk to send a 
tha n k you fetter th a nkiing DCC tor Fnspecting the road 

6. PARISH OF OLD HEATHERYCLEUGH CHURCHYARD- We have been sent a 
copy of the Final Order dated 11th October 2017,relating to burials in the 
Parish of Old Heatherycfeugh; Churchyard, Copt Hill, Cowshifl. 

7. LAND SLIP IN ASHES QUARRY - A letter was sent to who DCC believed 
was the rightful landowner according to Durham Land Registry detaifs in 
April 2017. It became apparent that they were not the owner ot the land. 
A further letter was sent to whom DCC understand to be the owner an 
1st June 2017. No response has been received and DCC have no powers 
of enforcement. It has been made clear the consequences to the owner 
if they feel! no preventative measures are required and an incident occurs. 
DCC cannot justify pursuing this matter any further 

B. STREET NAME PlATES-The request has been Forwarded to the relevant 
department For consideration and will be progressed accordingly. DCC 
no longer remove street name plates above a certain height. Three new 
name plates can be installed at the three locations as post and tray in the 
footpath. Resolved: It was decided not to go ahead with the new signs 

9. PARKING PROBLEMS REQUEST FOR A LOADING BAY - The request for a 
loading bay has been added to DCCs future schemes list that officers will 
look at when changing or implementing restrictions in the area. This is a* 
lengthy process as consultations would need to be carried out and the legal 
Traffic Regulation Order amended before lines can be put down, so in Che 
meantime DCC suggest Contacting the Police to resoNe any obstruction 
issues 

ID. BOG BANK, ROOKHOPE - This has been strimmed i.2mtr from the 
noa dside a nd a round roa dside ma rkers. D Hu nt has been informed that this 
is wildFlower-rich area. The Community Highways worker diary sheets have 
been sent 

11. GRASS VERGE, HEIGHTS QUARRY - This will be cut twice a year as 
requested 

12. THE MOSS ON THE RQAD5ID£ BETWEEN FROSTERLEY AND STANHOPE - 
This is being looked into and an update will be provided 

13. THE FOOTPATH FROM EAST GATE TO STATION ROAD HEAD - Works have 
been completed 

14. CAR PARK AT FROSTE RLEY - This has been completed and will be 
continued to be monitored over the coming weeks and the leaves will be 
cleared 

15. WH ITS HILL, ST JOH NS CHAPEL - This is being looked into and an update 
will be provided 

16. ASHES QUARRY FOOTPATH - The whole in the footpath has been 
reported to M Murden and has again been forwarded to the bridges team. 
M Murden will provide updates 


17. OVERHANGING BRANCHES BETWEEN COWSHILL AND WEARHEAD- 
Works required will be completed by DCC Abor Team 
13. BRAN CHES BEFORE THE SCHOOL AT WEAR HEAD CHI DGE- Works will 
be completed by DCC Abor Team 

19. FOOTPATH BETWEEN WESTGATE AND ST JOHNS CHAPEL-This work 
has been started and the footpath has been weeded, swept and the 
grass edged off, work will continue over the coming weeks 

20. WAR MEMORIAL PLAQUE FROM TOWN HALL STANHOPE - Facilities 
Team at DCC have confirmed the War Memorial Plaque is kept in storage 
at County Hall, Durham. As it belongs to Stanhope it wouEd be nice to 
have it back in Stanhope. Resolved: Clerk to write to the PCC and see if 
there is room inthe church or the Church hall 

21. LAURA PIDCOCK VISIT - The MP has had to cancel due to a vote 
having to be taken in Parliament Wednesdays are not a good night 
but sometimes she can make a Thursday. A representative is willing to 
attend on her before on a Wednesday or this Friday she is having an 
Open-forum at the Dales Centre between 6-7.30-pm rf any councillors 
would Jike to attend then. The whole paint oFthe invite was to meet the 
MP and to discuss the problems of tbe area. Resolved: Clerk to send a 
list of the Parish Council meetings and for the MP to p ick a date that she 
can attend 

22. NE AMBULANCE -Mr McDougatl attended the last meeting and he 
was going to look into a few points and send the Parish Council a reply, 
as yet he has sent no reply. Resolved: Clerk to chase up 

23. PARAGON STREET ROAD WORKS - CIFr MissGraham would tike Traffic 
Management contacting to look at the traffic light system on Paragon 
Street. They are causing problems with access onto the main road and 
onto the back lane Resolved: Clerk to contact DCC 

24. LETTER FINES - Cflr Miss Graham would like to know when the signs 
will be back in Weardale Resolved: Clerk to contact D Hunt 

25. WESTGATE PLAY AREA - Cllr Craig has looked at the Play Area and 
the seats have sunk. They need digging out and replanking. There are 
some moles but Cllr Craig decided that they weren't causing a problem 
at the moment 

26. REQUEST FROM CLLR B RE WIN - Cllr Brewin would like PC Cramps ie 
to contact him urgently Resolved: Clerk to contact PC Cramps ie again 

27. SIGNS AND MOUND OF SOIL FROSTBSlEY - The signs that need 
replacing at Frosteriey have not been done yet and the mound at soil in 
the Churchyard still needs removing Resolved : Clerk to contact D Hunt 
again regarding the signs and D GiHert about the Churchyard 

23. SELF-SEEDED TREES — The self seeded trees still need removing on 
the roadside between Eastgate and Westgate Resolved: Clerk to report 
to DCC 

29. FLOWER BEDS AT STANHOPE -The flower bed has not been planted 
as you come into Stanhope from Eastgate Resolved: Clerk to report again 
to DCC 

20. LIGHTS AT ST JOHN'S CHAPEL - The lights are burning all the time 
Resolved: Clerk to report to DCC 

31. NEWTOWN HOUSE — There is still no update on Newtown House 
Resolved: Clerk to contact DCC for an update as its tour years since it 
closed 

CorretpondAitce Received 

1. We h ave received notification oF C ha nges to Weard a le Practice Service 
Provision to stop its medication dispensing services at St John's Chapel 
branch surgery with effect from Friday 27th October 2017. Finding and 
keeping staff in a rural is a challenge which many rural practices face. 
At St Johns Chapel two qualified dispensers are needed to provide a 
clinically saFe dispensing service. Since December 2016 there has only 
been one trained dispenser and despite advertising have been unable to 
recruit another. The service has been kept running by using a dispenser 
from another organisation and by training staff internally. Dispensing 
takes IS months and the practice has lost four dispensers in the last 
three years. Due to another staff member moving on there are- now no 
trained dispensers at the practice. This means there is no choke but 
to close the dispensary at St John's Chapel Surgery as the practice as 
no longer able to safely dispense medication to patients. The Partners 
□ re sorry for the distress and inconvenience that closing the service 
will cause. Communication with NH5 England has taken place and the 
decision has not been taken lightly. Some providers otter a delivery 
service, Che surgery can help patients to access this and complete arty 
necessary paperwork. A discussion book place and all questions were 
asked at the meeting held at the Town Hall, St John's Chapel. 

2. The Auckland Pro, act is having a positive impact upon Bishop Auckland 
and it will also help fill beds in tourist accommodations in Weardale. 
Mr Heathenngton was able to voice a concern that new and developing 
attractions outside Weardalemay have the effect of drawing tourists out 
of the Dale For the day to spend their money while they use Weardale as 
a dormitory. The whole region should benefit from the Auckland Project 
and that if visitors stay longer it might result in more visits bo the Dales. 
The question is how do we engage with the Auckland Project to help 
bring this about 

3. The Annual Forum 2017 of the North Pennines AQNS will be held on 
Saturday 4th November 2017 at Melmerby Village Hall between 2pm- 
Spm 

4. Details have been sent of the National Tree Week From 25th 
November to 3rd December. Completed applications to be received by 
13th November. A 1CM grant up to a maximum of £150 is available to 
Parish Councils, Community Groups and Schools wishing to undertake 
well-planned tree planting projects during National Tree Week 

5. 5 Ragg has sent the draft NALC Annual Report which is being considered 
for approval at the NALC AGM on October 30th in Milton Keynes 

6. PC VC Ron Hogg is holding a PCVC Locaf Heroes event at the Locomotion 
in Shildon on 28th October Parish Councillors are invited to attend 

7. S Ragg has sent details of the latest NALC Chief Executives Bulletin. 
NALC are to address four key areas Council tax referendum principles, 
multi-year settlement, new homes bonus and business rates retention. 
Light Up the Dale 

LIGHT UP THE DALE - The clerk was asked to find out about the possibility 
of the group using the Parish Councils publk liability cover. Zurich 
advised that the Parish Council would have to take some responsibility 
and that 5D& ot the committee must consist of Parish Councillors. The 
only dangers being if the group decided to expand their activities and 
would the Parish Council want to take that on. Also would the lights 
and decorations need insuring? Another option would be for the 
Parish Council to take the project on and use the group as volunteers. 
Zurich also mentioned that they do art online policy for non for profit 
organisations starting at E75. Cll r M rs M addison asked if the grou p could 
come under the Parish Councils insurance so that Stanhope could have 
a Christmas Tree this year and use the constitution, by next year they 


will be organised and will be an independent group. Resolved: It was 
agreed t ha: the groupcould come underthe Parish Councils insure nee 
so that this year there woutd be a Christmas tree in Stanhope. The 
clerk will write to the group stating this and also we must have a copy 
of the Risk Assessment and the testing certificate ofthe lights. 

Dales Centro Costs of Hire 

We need forty and negotiate the price as some groups don't pay the 
same as the Parish Council does Resolved: Clerk tc ask fora quote 

Plan iking Matters 

DM/17/0-29S9/FPA - Conversion of Methodist Chapel to form 2 no 
dwellings, lit Johns Methodist Chapel, Hood Street, St Johns Chape! 
DMyi7/033S5/FPA - Conversion of barn to dwelling. Barn to the east 
of Laneside Farm, Wearhead 

DMyi7/D3446/FPA- Dwelling Land to the west of Weardale Inn 
Ireshopebum. An objection letter has been received about this 
application which was read out. The round Hors have concerns about 
the materials to be used Resolved: Clerk to object on the grounds 
that it is in view ot listed buildings, its not in keeping with Weardale, 
design is out ot character and the materials and there is no flood risk 
provided with the p Ians 
Planning Approvals 

DM717AJ-2466/LB- Listed building consent to remove internal wall. 43 
Front Street, Frosteriey 

DMyi7/Q-2695/FPA - Proposed agricultural building to straw storage. 
West Newlands Hall, Frosteriey 

DMyi7^Q'2344 1 A/QC - Variation of condition 2 of application 
DM/1S/023QD/FPA in reflation to re-vised design and positioning of 
previously approved dwellings (retrospective]-. 

Petrol Filling Station, Britton Hall, Westgate 

DM/17yQ2694/FPA - Additional Front entrance alterations and rear 
extension, SI Front Street, Stanhope 

DM717/02933/FPA- Replace timber windows and door with UPVC, 14 
Kirk Rise, Frosteriey 

Applications Withdrawn 

DM./1S/014S3/LB - Repair root, 3£4 Stotsfieldbum, Rookhope 

AAP Report 

The Annual Forum has recently been held and the Priorities For the 
year were voted on. First was support tor local groups. Children and 
Young People, Culture, Tourism and Heritage. The next meeting is on 
23rd Nov at 2pm at the Dales Centre 

Now Matters for Discussion 

1. CIEr Mrs Maddfson mentioned the cars travelling over the grass 
dawn From the bus shelter near to Butts Head Resolved: Clerk to 
contact DCC again 

2. A -new list of all the councillors should be given to everyone 
Resolved: Clerk to send out 

3. Cllr Craig mentioned about the minutes going in the gazette as 
unconfirmed minutes a discussion took place Resolved: A vote took 
place and it was agreed th at only Che approved minutes go into the 
gazette and the website when it is finished 

4. The leaves need removing From the gullies west oF the telephone 
exchange and aiso on the north side of the road Resolved: Clerk to 
report to DCC 

5. Apparently the AQN8 have ohjected to some tree planting and in 
the Teasdale Mercury the Forestry Commission are offering grants 
for planting small blocks of woodland. Hawthorn, Rowan and holly 
are been planted but not Spruce and Scots Pine. Resolved: Cllr Craig 
would like to know what the policy oF the AONB is For tree planting 

6. There is a new transformer going in at Westgate some of the cables 
will be buried 

7. Cllr Thompson would Eike to report that the electric work shoufd 
be completed in the -next two weeks and there's no electric for the 
mobile telephone mast 

3. Cllr Mrs Thompson would like to report that the block paving 
outside the flats needs repairing on the Market Place, St John's 
Chapel. Resolved: Clerk to report it 

9. Cllr Mrs Sutcliff would like the road resurfacing from Bridge End to 
Ireshopebum Resolved: Clerk to report to DCC 

10. Cllr Ellwood attended the CDALC AGM as representative for 
Weardale. There were seventy councillors from Durham at the 
meeting and Cllr Ellwood was made very welcome and it was worth 
being there. 

11. Cllr Miss Graham would Jike the information on the tree planting 
week Resolved. Clerk will email the information 

12. Cllr Miss Garrick would like to report some nettles that need 
removing from Crossbill Aflotments Resolved: Clerk to report to D 
Hunt 

13. The leaves need clearing away From the cut between West Terrace 
and Cowgarth Hill Resolved: Clerk to report to D Hunt 

14. There are a block of lights oft from the top of West Terrace to 
Ashes House, Stanhope Resolved: Clerk to report to DCC 

15. The triple flower pot on the Market Place, Stanhope that was 
knocked over needs replanting Resolved: Clerk to report to DCC 

16. There is a loose bottom stone on the small wall up from the Gray 
Bull, Stanhope that needs repairing Resolved: Clerk bo report to DCC 

17. The bridge in the Dene, Stanhope near Widely needs some new 
planks on as there is a whole in the bridge Resolved: Clerk to report 
to DCC 

13. Cllr Mrs Humble would like to report the Footpath between 
Killhopebum Bridge and Lanehead Bridge that it requires way 
marking and some stiles Resolved: Clerk to report to DCC 

19. The gate at Craghead .Wei-hope remains in a dilapidated state, 
can M Murden write to the land owner it it is their responsibility to 
repair it Resolved: Clerk to report to DCC 

20. The footbridge has not been repaired yet between Bridge End 
Cottage and Low AJIers Resolved: Clerk to report again 

21. We need to contact P Dobson the photogra pher to arra nge to ta ke 
Cllr A Fishburn-s photograph along with a picture for Stanhope Rural 
Resolved: Clerk to arrange 

Clarks Business 

5 Ragg would Eike all Parish Councils to adopt the Revised Code of 
Conduct which has the addition of "disrepute' to the existing NALC 
Code of Conduct. This Is under Member Obligations point 3. We then 
have to advisE S Ragg when we have adopted it. 

Resolved: Stanhope Parish Council have adopted the Revised Code of 
Conduct on Thursday 2nd November 2017. 
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CLEANING SERVICES 


Domestic Bliss Cleaning Servivcs 

Call Leigti-Anne 07753 121064 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 


WORK FROM HOME 

Email Meg: admiralschoicepyatioo.co.uk 


HAIR a BEAUTY 


Christine's Unisex Hair & Beauty, 

A The Butts, Stanhope, (013SS) 52S34S 


SYLVIA SHAW - DOG GROOMING 


37 years' experience 
20 Garth Meade ws, High Elhaley, Bp Auckland 

T: {01388) 832608 - Ml 0787 9006 572 


WEARDALE PRIVATE HIRE/TAXI 

Luxury 4,8 and 16 sealer vehicles available 


Tel: (01388) 537800 


HFC TAXIS WEARHEAD 

Night time & Weekend Service offered. 

Pre-book Only. 

Call Kevin Tel: 07940 33S 049 


Kevirtg Maddox, High Rigg, Causeway Read 
WEARHEAD DL13 1H5 


C. HOPE S 

DECORATOR 

Interior & Exterior Painting 
Paper hanging Coving 

No j ob too small Free estimates 

^ Tel: 0792 391 1091 j 


Residents reminded of 
council tax discounts 

RESIDENTS of County Durham are being 
reminded that a wide range of council tax 
discounts are available for those in special 
circumstances. 

Homes which include someone with severe 
physical disabilities couid be eligible for 
reductions and carers can aiso be excluded 
when calculating council tax depending 
on the circumstances. Care leavers under 
25 who pay council tax or who live with 
someone who pays council tax are able to 
reduce the amount they pay by applying for 
a discretionary reduction. 

People living with dementia and those 
who care for people with a severe mental 
impairment, such as Alzheimer's, may also 
be eligible for a discount or exemption. 
Stude nts are also exe m pt fro m paying counci I 
tax, while those aged over IB who are the 
sole resident in a property are entitled to a 
25 per cent single occupier discount. 

Universal Credit claimants are reminded 
that they need to make a separate claim to 
Durham County Council if they are having 
difficulty paying council tax, as this isn't 
included in the housing costs element of the 
new Universal Credit system. 

CllrJane Brown, Durham County Council's 
Cabinet member for social inclusion, said: 
'’These discounts and exemptions are 
designed to take the pressure off those who 
may be in difficult circumstances, and we're 
very keen for those eligible to get in touch. 

'‘Council tax discounts and exemptions 
are an entitlement and we want to ensure 
that everyone who is eligible receives this 
support. 

To find out more about the range of council 
tax discounts and exemptions available, call 
03000 260 000 or visit www.durham.gov.uk/ 
counciltax 


STANHOPE NATIVITY very welt attended 

Cont’d from front page 

PUPILS from Stanhope Barrington C of E Primary School performed the Christmas story in both the Methodist Chapel and St Thomas church. 

Every child In the school was involved and the result was two stunning shows performed over two evenings where more than 500 people 
attended. Headteacher, Shaun Myers and his staff had worked very hard for weeks, rehearsing with the children until they were word perfect. 

Mr Myers sent a thank you letter to every parent, expressing his appreciation for their continued support and updating them on some of the 
term's activities. 

He wrote, 'Over the last couple of weeks, 
shops and businesses from our community 
and around the North East have donated many 
hundreds of pounds worth of raffle prizes 
and gifts that have helped raise £420 for the 
benefit of our children and the good of the 
school. Friends of the School, members of 
the community and Governors have worked 
tirelessly to ensure everything J have requested 
has been achieved with quite often personal 
cost being included which Pm extremely 
grateful for.' 

He continued, 'Christmas parties have taken 
place with alt of our younger children having 
the excitement of seeing Santa Claus in our 
school library, experiences they will never 
forget.' 

Speaking specifically about the Nativity production, he said, 'it was amazing to see so many parents, grandparents, ex pupils, friends of the 
school and members of the community in attendance and I believe over the two nights, in excess of S00 people witnessed two fantastic shows. 

'’As always, our children, staff and friends of the school were brilliant in making this event another success which we are extremely proud of. Our 
school continues to be one of the best in the country as it is child centred and offers a wide variety of opportunities, things 1 will ensure remains 
in place well Into the future. Again this is down to the vision and drive of the school staff, governing body and families from our community." 



Barrington Bites Christmas Party 

THE Barrington Bites 
Luncheon Club held their 
Christmas Party just before 
the big day. Funding was 
generously provided by 
County Councillor Anita 
Savory, Durham County 
Housing G rou p and Scot M i d 
Co-op. iude Cumpson from 
Ireshopebum gave up her 
time to attend, entertaining 
members with a 'Play your 
cards right' game. 

The meal, as usual, was prepared by the Weardale Adventure Centre, but, on this occasion, was turkey and served by Kay Sheppard and her 
colleagues from the Centre, relieving the volunteers so they could tuck in with the members. A great time was held by everyone. 



Barrington Bites - luncheon club Christmas party 


Emily is Fondant and Apron Strings Christmas winner Cont'd from front page 

CONGRATULATIONS to Emily Caulfield from Wolsingham school, who won Fondant & Apron Strings' 11-14 year oid Christmas cake decorating 
competition. 

Emily was presented with a Fondant & Apron Strings gift basket full of cake decorating and sugar craft equipment. As you can see from the 
photograph she let her imagination go crazy and decorated this incredible Christmas cake using fondant to model her characters and even 
marshmallows for those groat snowmen. 

Lee. who founded and runs the company, based in Stanhope Market Place, said, "Each time Fondant & Apron Strings holds one of these 
competitions, the standard of decoration gets higher and higher, which is why I'm so glad I let all of my customers vote for the winning cake." 
The next 11-14 year old cake decorating competition will be Easter, so make sure you start planning your design J 


WOLSINGHAM PAfUSH COUNCIL 


Unconfirmed minutes of the December meeting 

TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 

Mr. Stephenson asked questions regarding the dosed Churchyard 
contract., the contract is Initially fixed for three years, and advertised in 
the Northern Echo, Weardale Gazette. Next review will be September 
ZDlfl. the tender is usually the lowest tender accepted, albeit the 
Council have the discretion to accept a best value tender. 

POLICE REPORT: No report to hand. Clerk to ask for attendance in 
January 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 14 November 2017. Mr Norman asked 
that the minute should read he was not in favour of this course of 
action regarding the Strategic Plan For Wolsingham Parish Council. 
Moved that the minutes were agreed and srgned as a true record. 
MATTERS ARISING: Our priorities: moved that this item be adjourned 
to a Future meeting. 

CORRESPONDENCE: CDALC: Buckingham Palace Garden Party 
nominations, to submit the Chair and Vice Chair as nominees. CDALC 
5.10b Local Govt. Finance Act setting the precept. For information. 
Letters From Mr. J. Bell a draFt reply was submitted and agreed . 
RECREATION GROUND: Tree adjacent 12 Mill Race DCt inspection, 
tree to be monitored. Safeguarding Children and Equal Opportunities 
policies, draft policies were submitted and with amendments agreed . 
ANGATE STREET TOILETS: Agreed dial a response be sent to Mrs. 
Ormerod. 

DEMESNE Mill: Dog fouling was becoming an issues in this location 
as well as Lovers Lane and at the entrance to the Primary School, tllr. 
Savory to action and inform the dog wardens. 

THORN LEY WOOD; Durham Wildlife Trust had been successful In 
obtaining a further grant and would be planting a hedge around the¬ 


ca r park and roadside. The recent tree planting had taken place and 
albeit the weather was poor at least a dozen volunteers were present. 
FOOTPATHS DCC Hexham Lane Wolsingham Experimental Traffic 
Regulation Order: Lane Closed to 4 WD vehicles. Restricted Byway I6l r 
162 (Houselop Lane) Modification Order 2/2017 
NEWSLETTER; There would be no Town Crier for January r although 
items could still be reported on the website. 

MEMB ERS R EQUEST: The rOa d entra nee to Wolsi ngham Pri mary School 
was poorly lit, agreed that Cllr. Savory action with DCC. Mr. Palombella 
referred to the recent meeting of the Town Hall Charity Trustees and it 
was confirmed that the charity only consisted of the Town Hall, Market 
Place and War Memorial, and In future only these items would be 
reported on. The submission to the Charity Commission would only 
be made after the Annual General Meeting when the accounts were 
agreed by the Trustees. 

It was reported that a letter would be sent to the Parish Council from 
the LEA regarding the future of Wolsingham School which was not 
under threat of closure, as had been reported in the local press. 
PLANNING: The following applications have been approved: 
OM/17/D3-E1S/TPO 3, Mill lide, removal of 1 Alder and 1 conifer raise 
no objection 

APPLICATION WITHDRAWN: The following application has been 
withdrawn: DM/17/D1S52/GUT Lard west of 1 Durham Road proposal 
for eight dwellings. 

THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED: 
DRC/I7/00460 * Spar Mill Garage, discharge conditions 4 (footway} 
and 5 (landscaping) of approval 
DM/17/00 7SQ/CE U - 5. Hound Hill, r a placement roof: 
DM/17/.03579/FPA - land opposite 21-23 Silver Street, detached 
garage partial demolition stonewall for vehicular access. 
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School holds Party for Dale pensioners 


Above: The students 
who served the meal 


Left: The kitchen staff 


Cllr Anita Savory with one of the guests 


WOLSINGKAM School h eld the second annual Pensioners' Christmas party 
last month on the last day of term. Funded partly by County Councillor 
Anita Savory MB£, staff and students returned to school on an evening to 
serve the delicious four-course meal prepared by kitchen staff, led hy Lynn 
Pearson. The guests from around the Dale were brought to the school by 
mini bus with others being collected by staff members in their own cars. 

Staff also provided prizes for a free raffle and bingo session. Everyone 
enjoyed the treat. 

Caroltn e Wood hall from Stanhope who atte nded with the W hee Is to Mea Is 
group, said, "I would like to thank everyone very much for such an amazing 
night. The mea! was faultless and the students worked so hard along with 
the teachers. 

I went with Meals to Wheels and had never been before So did not no 
what to expect, ft was just a really wonderful evening" 


Above: Some of the guests enjoying the evening 


A Wild Year at Low Barns BvK,,rc ” F ° i ' C! 


F&OM hedgehog greeting, nature rambling to pond 
dipping and electron-fishing, Durham Wildlife Trust's 
Low Barns Wildlife Watch Group have enjoyed 
another wibd year connecting to nature. 

Now in its fifth year ru nroirsg at Low Ea ms N Btune 
Reserve in Witton-le-Wear, one of the region's most 
important wildlife sites, the group brings together 
young nature lovers on the first Saturday of every 
month to embrace the wildlife on their doorstep. 
The morning sessions, aimed at children aged 
4-11, this year have included indoor and outdoor 
activities, surveying, field trips, guest speakers and 
feathery a nd prickly visitors. The Fun activities have 
been finely crafted by the group leaders., volunteers 
Rachel Richards, Anne Kelly and recently Honia 
Devlin, who share a passion For the natural world 
and for inspiring young people to learn and care for 
it. 

Rachel, an ecologist, brought bach the 
Wildlife Watch group to Low Gams,, 
so that local children could explore 
and enjoy the natural world. 

The Trust's reserve has a wide range oF habitats for 
children to explore and is home to many different 
types oF birds, mammals, pi a ms and insects plus it 
has a classroom in the cosy visitor centre which is 
ideal for indoor l earning. 

Barry Moses, who has been a visitor to Low Sams 



Some Wildlife Watch members 


since he was young, has been bringing his son Charlie 
to the group for over two years. Barry explained: *1 
started bringing Charlie because I wanted him to 
develop an interest in wildlife and learn about the 
importance of conservation from an early age. He 
loves coming, every session is different and there's 
been so much we've both learned and enjoyed this 
year.' 

Scooping up the activity of the year for Charlie 
and several of the boys in the group, was discovering 
and recording what was lurking beneath the water 
whilst pond dipping at Low Barns. Whilst Abigail's 
Favourite moment was when the guest speaker from 
A Prickly Problem arrived with two hedgehogs. 

Keith Thompson's two daughters Abigail and 
Aimee are regulars. The family all recalled the bird 
ringing session and explained how Fascinating it was 
to see how tiny, fragile and delkate the birds were 
and to learn how important recording their travels 
are for conservation. From spotting a woodpecker 
at Cockfield Fell to toasting marshmallows at 
Deepdale, the field trips this year successfully 
engaged the children with the great outdoors. The 
session on recycling delivered by Helen McGonigal,, 
a ’writer, blogger and aero waste enthusiast, also 
taught our future generation how they can help the 
environment from the comfort of their own home. 

Anne Reed, County Councillor and Foster parent, 
has been bringing children to the group since it 
re-established, she added: 'The group is such a 
valuable resource for families and the area. The 
children love coming and the sessions are delivered 
in a fun way that helps the children really develop a 
deeper understanding oFtheir environment and how 
to look after it." 

The children also explained they never leave the 
group empty handed. Combining nature with 
art, they have designed their own bird boxes, 
robin baubles, butterfly biscuits and prickly acorn 
hedgehogs. Each craft matches the seasonal theme 
of each session and provides a great keepsake. 

As well qs making crafts the children have 
also been making new friends. 
Several parents mentioned how coming 
to the group regularly has also 
connected their children with each other. 



Some of the children's work 



One of the young members holding a hedgehog 


The group is looking forward to enjoying a new 
set of wildlife adventures together in 2d LB and 
welcome more young rature enthusiasts to-come 
along and join the fun. 

Wildlife Watch is the junior branch of The 
Wildlife Trust. Its aim is to encourage children 
to engage in their environment and the issues 
affecting it. Low Barns Wildlife Group are one 
of over 300 groups across the UK. DWT also run 
the Rainton Meadows Wildlife Watch. Details of 
sessions for both groups can be found on website: 
https://d urhamwt.cam/events/ 

For more information, please contact Karen 
Statham on email: womanofaranSpgmaRl.com 
or mobile: 0779 217 3424. 
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TO LET - Two Bed. Cottage 

Dad dry Shield 

Includes garden, offroad parking. 

□il central heating, and wood burning room 
heater. Sorry no pets. 

Tel: {01388) 517231 



DURHAM & DALES 


CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 


For safe, effaciv 9 , professional £ affordable hdp mih 
Anxiety (panic, worry phobias, QCD. sic), 
Raytimsftp issues (self esteem, belrayal, anger, me), 
Depression. Trauma. Grcef. Stress. £ more (sou website) 

01388 448200 www.ddcp.co.uk 


SEASONED 
HARDWOOD LOGS 


available from 

WARD TIMBER Ltd. 

Rogerley Sawmill, 

F roster ley 

Tel: ( 01388 ) 528362 

Email: salesgw^rdtimber.co.uk 

(collection only) 


SOOTYS 

ELECTRIC CHIMNEY 
SWEEP 



* No Mess * No Fuss 

* Reasonable Rales 

* Clean and Efficient 

Phone 01338 834084 
Stuart: 07752870248 



FLORIST 

FIouicrs for \ll occasions 

Tel. Stanhope: (01388) 528868 (| 

jivwwLdaii^chainflOristweardale^tO;^ 


Weardale Funeral Services 

TstaB fished focaf famify business 
Offering a caring 24 fopur service 
^Private Chapef of Rest 

Traditional Funerals 
Memorials and Inscriptions 
Golden Charier Funeral Plans 
Co%'ering Weardale and 
surrounding areas 
Pei t Pauf: 01388 528045 
tMobife: 0770 341 0765 



Maurice Hogarth 

Furniture Maker 

Unit 1, Bumfoot Ind. Est.Sf. John's Chapel 

• Fitted and free-sfanding furniture. 

Internal and external doors 
and frames supplied. 

• Radiator cabinets * Garage doors 
• Skirting boards • Architraves 

* Window boards. 

* Hardwood and Softwood limber 
supplied and MDF & Plywood, 
all cut to size. 

Special offer: Solid wood chopping 
boards fn Beech or Ash £20 each 

Tel: 077 656 87831 

Web: www.mauricehogarth.co.uk 
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St John's Chapel Children’s Nativity with a difference 

Long-serving teacher's final performance before leaving the profession 


Cart'd from front page 

TH L pupils of Si John's Chapel Primary School 
staged a Nativity play with a difference 
towards the end of last term. 

the whole school performed 'Lights Camel 
Action', a take-off of Strictly Come Dancing; 
where the Christmas story was told using, 
dance and song. The 'hosts' for the ‘eventog' 
were the beauofulJy dressed Lila Ramsay and 
Ruby Cruddas who welcomed the audience 
to the BBC - Bethlehem Broadcasting 
Company! the stage burst into song and 
dance as the Nazareth line-dancers took 
to the floor. The Jut^es then made a noisy 
entrance,, applauded and cheered by the 
children and audience. They were Introduced 
as the Donkey (Ryan Gibsonf, an Innkeeper's 
wife iMacKhe Lavisf and Jack he 5 loo playing 
the Craig Revel1-Hall-type judge of Caeser. 
Thev would be scoring, each dance. 

Joseph and Mary played respectively by 
Alexander Lea and Amy Meacham, sang a 
song as they set out on their Long journey to 
Bethlehem and the 'funky Camels' danced 
for the judges The Angels did a ballet dance, 
the Shepherds offered a kind of Morris 
dance and the judges gave their comments 
and scored them all. All die wh'le, school 
secretary, Ann Cfllpha nt acted - she also sang 
and danced - as the Narrator. 

Poppy Walker as the Star sang a solo and 
did some gymnastics during the dance, 
which impressed even Caesar. But the most 
amusing dance by far Mas that of three 



Two of the shepherds 



teachers - LU. Haynes, Donna Jones and 
Deputy Head, Joanne Ridley - as they sang 
and danced a tango with brooms covered in 
silver paper. Quite one of the funniest things 
ever seen on the Chapel stage! Although the 
Donkey and Innkeeper's wife thought the 
dance superb, Caesar thought bis teachers 
had the passion of a wet hsh in a paper bag ! 

All the uihile, throughout all the dancing 
and singing, the Christmas story was being 
told and when the baby Jesus was eventually 
born, the whole audience was fcnvited to 
celebrate with one more dance, it was 
riotous on stage as the children, knotting 
they had executed a job well done, sang and 
danced their hearts out. Wonderful. 

(an Carroll, Associate Head Teacher, stood 
but was momentarily tost for words - "How 
do you follow that?' 1 , he asked. He managed 
and went on to praise the children for a 
superb performance and thank them and 
alt the staff for their hard work behind the 
scenes, saying that Miss Haynes had almost 
single-handedly organised it. 

"She half hides under a bushel, 1 ' be 
continued. ¥ l always knew she was an expert 
In Maths and English but didn't realise she 
could also dance and sing! Sadly, this wILT 
be her final show as we say goodbye to an 
outstanding teacher who has given a lot to 
the whole community. She puts effort into 
everything she does and why her results are 
so good." 

Ms Ridley the n read out a poem about Miss 
Haynes before inviting pupils back on stage. 


They had been secretly preparing gifts for 
their teacher, who is leaving after IS years 
at St John's Chapel and they had some 
citations to read out too. One of the gifts 
w-as a framed 'report' handed over by Mrs 
Jones, where Miss Haynes was marked for 
each personality trait - A+ for confidence 
and musica I di recfoon and so on. 

Ill Haynes was invited to reply to all of 
the accolades and began by saying tthat a 
huge part of her life it has been for the last 
l£ years. She has been a teacher for all of 
that bme, a Governor for three years and a 
parent for seven 

She arrived at Chapel school on supply 
in ZD01 when she met the bead teacher, 
Geoff Woodless, for the first time. "When i 
say met, he spent most of my maths lesson 
in the cupboard in the classroom," she 
began. E felt a little concerned but carried 
on with my lesson putting on the best show 
I could In case he was carrying out a covert 
lesson observation. It must have gone well 
because I was offered a regular position 
but I later found out that Geoff had in fact 
been looking for his glasses!" 

Miss Haynes recounted some of the other 
incidents over the years and how teaching 
and learning hasn't really changed. "The 
children and staff worked very hard and 
achieved remarkable things —just like they 
do today - but working with Geoff did 
give me the opportunity to enjoy a more 



Pappy Walker as The Star 


unorthodox approach to primary education. 

'■'Stick insects were often resident in the 
classroom and they were big. They didn't 
always stay where they were meant to be 
and during a training session the staff were al l 
spellbound when we realised that one of them 
was crawling up the visibng speaker's jacket." 

She recalled and paid tribute to Tommy, the 
school cat who regularly slept in the classroom 
and surprised more than one vSitor when he 
suddenly woke up and wen: off home. 

"The high pa nt of my time has been the 
entire time my son Joseph was a pupil here," 
she continued. "I loved being a Chapel parent. 
I t was a complete privilege to watch Joe grow 
up from an extremely you ng reception child to 
a confident, clever and very funny Year £ and 
It really made me appreciate what a fantastic 
school this is. I don't think there is a school in 
the country that does as m uch for the children 
as this one. Joseph certainly had the best 
possible start to his education.” 



Comperes', Ella and Ruby 


Reflecting back on her l b years. Miss Haynes 
speke about the changes In school. "We may 
be much smaller in numbers but we still offer 
a huge amount. The wellbeing of every child 
and helping them to realise their potenoal has 
always been at the centre of everything we do 
and I hope It will continue to be that way for a 
long time.” 

Of course she also praised the children 
who, she said, hadn't changed at all - always 



Some of the children performing 


a complete delight to teach - always kind, 
hardworking and well-behaved - a credit to 
then parents, who were a pleasure to work 
alongside too. 

"In the Iasi two 'years, ■ have become 
particularly interested In different ways of 
teaching writing. 1 began writing alongside 
the children and reawakened a passion for 
writing that has lain dormant for years. 

"So turning SO, it is time to go back to 
university where I'm going to do a MA In 
Creative Wnting." 

Then Miss Haynes unveiled a surprise of 
her own — a new trophy named the Haynes 
Cup for story writing — to he a warded every 
term to the pupil who most impresses their 
teachers. And she then asked for Finlay 
Greaves-Bubb to come forward to be the 
very first recipient of the trophy to loud 
applause. 

Then there was a last song and the 
afternoon entertainment was almost over, it 
had been an emotional but very entertaining 
afternoon. Well done one and all. 



The judges 


DRIVING 
LESSONS 

Regular weekly lessons Either 1 , 1.5 or 2 hours Intensive courses Pass Plus courses 

CALL ME at Home: 01388 527819 Mobile: 07775074442 

Email info@les5onswEttitim.co.uk Website www.lessonswith1im.co.uk 


I am 71m Wilkinson, a car fanatic qualified and approved by the DVSA Driving Instructor. My passion for classic cars has led me to collect four of my very own, two of my favourites are my 
1947 Afvis and 1949 Packard. After 35 years in corporate insurance broking and risk management I wanted to find an alternative career that would allow me to distance myself from the 
cold corporate scene in a big business environment. I was looking for a career that I could enjoy whilst being able to relate to people on a more down to earth and individual level 

My pa s s ion fo r cars and drivi ng has always been ve ry strong, that's probably why I ha ve loved driving over 900,000 m iles so far (accid ent free, at I east up unti \ now!) and have owned 43 cars 
since I first started driving in 1977. That is more than one per year! My decision to become a Driving Instructor waste use my hobby and passion for cars as a means of income. 

This Jed me to become a seif-employed Driving Instructor, I like to use LDC franchise for quality of their training materials. 

We provide DVDs and workbooks to help create a completely client-centred approach - we prefer to coach rather than instruct. We try to vary our lesson schedule so students can broaden 
thei r driving experie nce by d riving at night time, in poor weathe r a nd in busy e nvinonments when the d river hasgai ned more confi dence. My students pass rate is 65% and hours per student 
are 35 r the national average is currently 44% with 52 hours per student. 

My partner, Julie, our three dogs {Mylo, Jasper and Holly} and myself moved to Weardale for a complete lifestyle change. We have three grown up children, Chide, Alexander and James who 
still live down South but we wanted to live in the North and become part of a small community. When we were searching for our new home and came across Stanhope the people were so 
inviting and warm that, after finding the perfect house The Rectory, (originally known as Stanhope House), in April 2016 the decision was final. We knew we had found our new home and 
so our new life began in November 2017. 

To be able to have such stunning countryside and beautiful people around me, I consider myself to be extremely ludky. 

Tm open for business t 
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Young dancers thrill audiences with Christmas Extravaganza 



Kerry-Ann O'Neill 
introduces the show 

THE Karry-Ann O'Neill 
School of Dance held a 
Christmas dance show 
In the Travis Kail at 
Wokingham School at the 
beginning of the festive 
season. 

Around 70 young 
dancers, all members of the 
pc pula- dance school who 


meet at sessions around the Dale, thrilled audiences 
In two separate performances, the shows opened with 
Kerry-Ann making the welcome and introducing the 
show, emotionally explaining that they were held In aid 
of two chanties dose to her heart - the teenage Cancer 
trust and CUc Sea rgent. 

And so the show opened with The 'Wednesday Infants' 
dancing their littfe hearts out to Tm a Little Christmas 
Cracker' - and they all certainly were, the tiny dancers, 
dressed In seasonal attire were the perfect introduction 
to a fantastic show. Kerry-Ann, from Wokingham, now 
a mother to two-year-old Ruby, has been a regular 
performer on Weardale stages herself from a very young 
age. A member of the now defunct Weardale Tappers, 
she took part In dozens of shows under the guidance and 
direction of legendary Dale dance teacher, Mofeet Mann. 
Violet and her husband, Micky, were on hand again to 



help Kerry-Ann backstage a nd front of house. 

the Wednesday Infants were followed by the Wednesday teens, dressed 
bn Santa suits, they tapped very energetically to a song from the Him musical, 
'Nabvlty' and herally showed a clean pair of heels as their feet sparked off the 
floor In a welt-rehearsed dance routine. mAX Haynes, the only male member of 
Ibis group is surely a star In the making as he danced centre stage among the 
gilds - Alice Pitch ford, Anna Thompson. Rebecca Richardson, Natalie Jameson, 
Lucy Pitchford, Kayley Jameson, Cartey Banrass, Rebecca Devlin and Sophie 
Bowman. Wonderful. 

The Monday Infants were next, arriving, on stage dressed In Reindeer outfits, 
the tapped along to Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer and they were delightful. 
They were followed by the Tuesday Infants with 'Jt's beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas’ - they really made it feel like thaif The little ones, some very tiny ones 
too, had so much confidence and Kerry-Ann whispering directions from behind 
the curtains on. stage added to the delightful and innocence of the performances 
- children being children. Simply wonderful. 

Then the Tuesday Teens took to the stage, older chddren who showed their 
expertise with a smashing dance rouone to White th ns: mas. All members of the 
various groups are entered into dance examinations. Just as Kerry-Ann herself 
was, and all prove the prowess of their teacher by passing with flying colours. 

Ruby Cruddas from Daddry Shield was next to take the stage - on her own- 
tapplng to Santa Claus is coming to town. Ruby, a Taekwondo expert, appeared 
to have no nerves whatsoever and despite being solo with no-one else to reply 
on, she gave an excellent performance. Well done. Ruby. 

The Monday Infants were back m their reindeer costumes for the second 
appearance and this time, they were singing - Little Donkey never sounded 
so good! Harnet Parvin, Amelia frost, (Slnny Ashcroft, Lily Stoyles, Maddlson 
Conway and Natasha Gardner gave the performance of their young lives. 

The next act was a duo - Ruby Colllngwood and Sadie Morns-appeared on 
stage to dance to 'Underneath the Chnstmas Tree' not a tune I am fam ihar with 
but the two members of the Wed nesday Juniors made ft very special:. They were 
followed by the other member of their group, singing the familiar and classic 
Chnstmas song by Wiuard - everyone must surely wish it could be Christmas 
every day with little dancers like these to watch! 

the Monday Infants and Juniors danced to another classie from Slade and 

were followed bv those amazing 
Wednesday Teens again with a disco 
ChnsTmas re-mix that had everyone 
tapping their feet, followed by the 
Wednesday Infants and Juniors, 
another real treat - every group 
as good as the next. The Tuesday 
infants and tumors dampened a few 
eyes with their singing of 'Away in a 
Manger' — it’s what Christmas is atl 
about, not Just the story of Christ's 
birth but the children being central 
to that story —it was quite emotional. 

The Wednesday Infants were the 
penultimate act be'ore the Tuesday 
leens finished off the first half with 

Monday Infants 
dance to Jingle bells 





Underneath the Tree 


'111 be home for Chnstmas'. 

Unfortunately the Gazette couldn't stay for 
the second half hut if it was anything like the 
first. It was well worth the ticket price. A fantastic 
show, the perfect introduction to the festivities 
of Christmas. Well done Kerry-Ann and all your 
young mem hers. 



Barrington pupils entertain themselves with talent show 


THERE is a lot of talent error g our young Dalefolk and none mote So than at 
Stanhope Barrington Primary 5chool where on the last day of the Christmas 
term, the pupils put on a talent show. 

Compered by "Little Ant and Dec' in the shape of Kyle Emerson and Charlie 
Parvin, the show was the idea of the pupils themselves. Head Teacher, Shaun 
Myers, said that the thE 'Pupil Voice' in school had been asked what they 
would like to do on the last day and they had asked to stage a talent show. 
And so it was that 'Ant and Dec - ' introduced the show with the children 
da ncing, performing, gymnasttes, singing; a nd te iiing jokes. The young a ud ience 
applauded every act enthusiastically, supporting those who were not so 
confident and egging them on. 

They sang along to the chorus of popular songs and cheered their peers as 
one-fay-one they took to the stage. Bonnie Gillow from Rookhope performed 


an amazing clog dance, wfakh had the audience, which included staff 
on the sidelines, spellbound. Georgia Eswmar from Stanhope also did 
a sola dance - a member of the Kerry-Ann School of Dance, she tapped 
dance to a Christmas song - very energetically too! Young Thomas 
Cooper became a comedian, telling jokes and drawing much laughter 
and a group of boys performed some magic— Thomas Fishburn, Ryan 
Wise and Ethan Smith. 

George-ftobert from Year 1 was aided by Kyle to take his turn on stage, 
which brought some 'aws' and 'ahs' from the audience. And a hilarious 
twosome of Daniel and Thomas almost brought the house down! 

tt was a wonderful way to end a busy term for the children and staff 
and much enjoyed by everyone — well done one and all. 
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THE Weard ale Ski Club has been able to open for several days this season already. 

The club, which is run by volunteers and has been providing winter sport facilities since 
the 196Ds t makes excellent use of the bad weather with skiers, snowboarders and other 
snow sporting enthusiasts enjoying all on offer. As soon as the Met Office forecasts snow, the 
hardworking volunteers spring into action with people descending on the upper reaches of 
Weardaie to enjoy some wonderful sport. 

Weardale Flyers running Group 

donate to food bank By Rachel Edmonds 

THE Wolsingham based Weardale flyers Running Group spread some Christmas Cheer this 
year by collecting and donating food to a local Food bank. 

The Weardale flyers, a 50-strong group of runners aged between 13 and 60-pl'us, who meet 
weekly decided to forego the usual Christmas tradition of 5ecret Santa and collect donations 
for the foodbank at their recent Christmas social run and party. 



Members of the Weardale Flyers with donations collected for Crook Foodbank 


Members of the Weardale Flyers met on Wednesday 20 December for a social run 
that saw them running in Wolsingham, admiring Christmas lights and spreading 
a bit of festive cheer as they dressed as Santa, elves, reindeers and snowmen. 

Fa I lowi ng the ru n, membe rs of the Wearda le Flyers visited the Crook Food ban k to deliver ite m s 
collected on the night. 

Run Leader Liz Ross said, "The Weardale Flyers are a great bunch of people who meet weekly 
to run i n and around Woislngham, we r ve seen our nu m bers g row over the last year a nd th is year 
we decided to help the local Foodbank by bringing along donations of food to our Christmas 
run. We all know how the introduction of Universal Crediit in the Wear Valley area and welfare 
reform in general is impacting upon many families and we hope our donations will help as 
many local people as possible. 1 ' 

The Weardale Flyers is a registered RunTogether group that started in August 2016 with 20 
people undertaking a Couch 2 5k programme, the group have now held a further two Couch 
2 5k programmes and over 50 runners meet on Wednesday night at 6:30pm at Wolsingham 
Sports Hall before heading out and running in the local area. They are keen to encourage 
others to join them so if you can already run 5k, just pop along any Wednesday evening. 

The Weardale Flyers will be also be running a new Couch 2 5k programme in 5pring 201S. 
The 'Couch 2 5k' programme is a ten-week programme that takes people from being absolute 
beginners to being able to run non-stop for 5k. Many members of the group have gone on to 
complete marathons, half marathons, 10k and 5k runs as well as attending local Parkruns on a 
regular basis and running regularly in Weardale. 


FOOTBALL 


Tow Law beaten by Willington 

By Neil McKay 

Willington 3 Tow Law Town 0 

TOW LAW missed the chance to go top of their league when they were well beaten in this 
Boxing Day derby. 

The home side, with cultured midfielder Jeff Smith the best player on the pitch, fully 
deserved the three points. But Tow Law was prevented from scoring in the second half only by 
the woodwork and then by a wonderful penalty save from home keeper Lewis Graham. 
Lawyers started fairly brightly and angrily protested when a Willington striker went in late on 
their goalkeeper Tom Orton. 

Thankfully Orton was able to recover. Tow Law created some half chances. Dean Thexton had a 
volley saved from a Mark Pattison cross then Jonathan Kemp headed over from a 5cott Oldfield 
centre. A decent move involving Adam Knowles and Thexton culminated in Lewis Brown 
shooting over. But Willington took a 36th minute lead when a mazy run from Jason White led 
to a shot which Orton could only parry and Connor Winter blasted home the rebound. 

Willington led by one goal at the interval, and soon into the second half Thexton had a 
chance to equalise but blazed over from a decent position. At the other end Orton saved well 
from Smith, but was powerless to prevent Damon Ellis from scoring Will in glen's second goal 
from close range on 57 minutes. Tow Law fought hard in an attempt to claw their way back into 
the game, and Lewis Teasdale was desperately unlucky when his free kick from just outside the 
penalty area hit the inside of the post and rebounded to safety, on 65 minutes. 

A few minutes later and Teas dale was brought down, leading to a penalty award. 

Thexton hit the ball hard and low to Graham's right but the goalkeeper reacted, brilliantly to tip 
the ball away for a corner. That was practically the end of Tow Law as an attacking threat, and 
in the last minute Connor Winter rolled the ball into the empty net at the second attempt after 
his first effort was saved by Orton when he was clean through. 

TEAM. Orton, Whitworth, Pattison, Brown, (Fletcher), Hall, Kemp, Knowles, (Harbottlej Qrd, 
Thexton, Teasdale, Oldfield. (Mitchell). MOM' Orton. 


Tow Law win at Easington 

By Neil McKay 

Easington Colliery 0 Tow Law Town 3 

TOW LAW reached the half way stage of their league season in second place following an 
excellent win over a decent Easington side. 

Defensively Tow Law we re much stronger than of late, with goalkeeper Tom Orton marshalling 
his defence by tirelessly barking orders and instructions. In midfield on a windswept pitch 
overlooking the North 5ea Tow Law also put in a hardworking shift, while strikers Lewis 
Teasdale and Dean Thexton again combined to good effect. After just 12 minutes the pair 
swapped passes for Thexton to shoot home past the advancing home goalkeeper. The low sun 
was troubling the home keeper during the opening stages, and when newcomer Daryl Hall 
hoisted in a free kick from the left Liam "Leroy"' Whitworth climbed above him to power home 
a header and put the visitors two up after 22 minutes. 

Tow Law had to defend for much of the remainder of the first half, but with Whitworth and 
Lewis Brawn digging in in midfield, they protected Orton's goal until the interval. The hosts 
continued to press to try and force their way back into the game and a shot from the left 
rebounded to safety from the cross bar. At the other end a flowing move ended in Teasdale 
shooting against the bar from dose range tollowinga Scott Oldfield cross. Qrtondid wellto save 
one header from a home striker, before Tow Law finally put the game to bed on 75 minutes, 
Substitute Aaron Fletcher found Thexton with a tremendous pass, and the confident Tow 
Law striker cut inside before calmly chipping over the goalkeeper for his eighteenth league 
goal of the season so far-a tally which even Harry Kane would be proud to own! 

The visitors could have added to their tally before last minute penalty drama at the other end. 
The referee awarded Easington a spot-kick for a reason no Tow Law official could fathom, but 
Orion dived to his left to parry the kick, then blocked a follow up then even the second follow 
up with some wonderfully agile goal keeping. Those saves summed up Tow Law's determination 
to keep a clean sheet even though the game was already won. 

TEAM. Orton, Caygill, Pattison, Brown, Kemp, Hall (Fletcher), Knowles, Whitworth, Teasdale 
(Harbottie), O Idfield (H i rst). MOM Orton. 



Golden Lion Ladies Darts support Air Ambulance 

By Catherine Tomlinson 

THE Great North Air Ambulance Service (GNAA5) was the latest charity to receive a donation 
from funds raised during the Golden Lion Ladies Darts nights in 5t Johns Chapel. 

Ben McWilliams, Public Liaison Assistant far the GNAAS accepted the cheque for £150 from 
Landlord, Tyrone Robson. The Great North Air Ambulance is a charity, providing an air ambu¬ 
lance service helping sick and injured people throughout the North East, North Yorkshire and 
Cumbria 365 days a year. TThe service costs £5.1 million a year to run and amazingly is funded 
entirety from public donations. 

Ben thanked members of the Ladies Darts for their support and said "the service would not 
be able to operate without donations from people like yourselves" 

The Golden Lion Ladies Darts will continue to raise money for charities and services which 
benefit people and communities in Upper Weardaie. They meet Bp m on Tuesday nights, fora 
friendly game of darts. All welcome. 



Golden Lion Ladies Darts group 

with landlord, Tyrone Robson and David heatherington from the Weardale Museum 
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Northern Soul Danceathon for Bradley 


THE popular Northern Sou! Oub r which 
meets monthly In the RAFA Club in Crook, 
held a Christmas Danceathon in aid of the 
Bradley Lowery Foundation. 

The Spitfire Soul Club is held on the Last 
Friday of every month between 730pm 
till 1130pm and is free entry. Dancers and 
those who simply enjoy Northern Soul music 
get together for a social evening. The music 
is provided via 19B0s DJ vinyl decks with all 
music played being from vinyl records, just 
as it was in the I970s/S0s in such places 
as Wigan where the movement was huge. 
Many folk of a certain age around the area 
can remember travelling to such venues by 
bus and enjoying all-night dancing sessions 
- and without the drug culture that exists 
today! 

The club has four resident DJs - volunteers 
who simply enjoy bringing the sounds of 
the past back to life. They are John Moody, 
Andrew Johnson, Colin Gemski and Graham 
Hollings. 



The Danceathon was very well attended with all the proceeds of the night going to the charity. If you would like to know more about the Spitfire 
Soul Club, visit the Facebook page on sociaf media or simply go along on the last Friday of any month. 


TRIALS 

■ 

i 

POOL 


Boxing Day trials 

By Ray Crinson 

CONSETT and District Motor Club had forty riders for their trial at Butsfield Quarry in County 
Durham for their Boxing Day event this year: 

James Harland topped the Expert runners on six* two less than Stephen Bennett who beat 
Wes Hamilton into second place. Most of these riders' marks went in section six r but Hamilton 
blew his chances with a five in the last hazard, where most others remained clean. Gareth 
Marti n r on fou r r h ad a na rrow wi n in the Gu bman C lass, finis hing j ust two marks a head of Gavin 
Brown, Jared Lamb completing the top three on ten. Section eight turned out to be one of the 
trickiest, where Martin, along with Stuart Keegan were best with just the one here. Roddy 
Baker put his injuries behind him with a win on the Easy Course, going clean all day. His nearest 
competition came from Craig IMixon and Brian Ridley who both finished on two. 

Results: Expert Course James Harland (Montesa) 6, Stephen Bennett (Montesa) S, Wes 
Hamilton (Scorpa] 11. Clubman Course Gareth Martin (Vertigo} 4, Gavin Brown (Beta] 6, 
Jared Lamb (Montesa) 10. Easy Course Roddy Baker (Vertigo} clean, Craig Mixon (Beta)- 2ft, 
Brian Ridley (Scorpa] 2. 

Alston Trials 

By Ray Crinson 

THE Middle England Club went ahead with their trial at Blaghill above Alston last weekend, 
despite the extremely cold conditions and threat of further snow falling in the area. 

Main reason to keep the event on was the fact that this was the East round of tbeOset North 
East Conducted Championship, which was contested by five brave and cold youths who were 
split into two classes. Ella Hodgson is fairly dominant on the Hard Route and she enjoyed a 
ten mark victory over Aa ron Olive r, who fin ish ed a f u rther n ine marks a head of Olive r Watson. 
On the Easy Route, Josh Brown finished well clear of Archie Scott, most of the winner's marks 
going in the fifth section, although he did clean it on his last lap. 

Gavin Brown made his long trip from Northumberland worthwhile with a win on the 
Clubman Course, the icy conditions making the going very tricky, the winner losing 110 marks, 
with second placed Lee Hirst a further seven behind, and Adam Lynam coming home in third 
on 130. Brown's performance in section six made the difference as he remained clean here 
white Hirst was parting with two fives, a three and a one. 

John Grey took his Yamaha 175 twins hock round the Easy Course for 21, putting him well 
clear of Martin Keegan and Bunny Ferguson, who both struggled in the conditions along 
with the rest of the entry. 

Results: Conducted Hard Route 

Ella Hodgson (Gset}41, Aaron Oliver (Mecalecno) 51, Oliver Wat son (Oset) 60. Conducted Easy 
Route Josh Brown (Oset} 21, Archie Scott (Oset) 79. Clubman Course Gavin Brown (Beta) 110, 
Lee Hirst (Beta} 117, Adam Lynam (Gas Gas) 130 

Easy Course John Grey (Yamaha) 21, Martin Keegan (Montesa] 89, Bunny Ferguson (Montesa) 

111 . 


Butsfield Trials 

By Ray Crimson 

SIXTY riders turned out at Butsfield Quarry just off the A68 in County Durham for the Fatest 
offering from Consett and District Motor Gub recently. 

Colin Ward took another win on the Expert course after dropping a couple of singles in 
sections three and eight. Stephen Bennett had him under pressure all day and finished a close 
second on five, three less than Louis Grey, taking another step back to full fitness after his mis¬ 
hap earlier this year. 

Gary Pears is enjoying life nowadays and took another win on the Clubman Course, but he 
just did it this week after a three way decider went his way, with both Mark Smith and Barry 
Chapman both matching his two mark score. Both Pears and Smith lost their marks in section 
ten, where Chapman, afong with James Harland, Gareth Martin and Elliott Laws all escaped 
with just one. However Chapman lost it after dabbing in section five, where many went clean. 
Ian Cheetham is another regular winner, and chalked up the Easy Course victory on a total of 
four, after Ross Duncan and Martin Dennis had both finished on seven. 

Results: Expert Course Colin Ward (Beta) 2, Stephen Bennett (Montesa) 5, Louis Grey (Gas 
Gas) 8. Clubman Course Gary Pears (Scorpa) 2fc, Mark Smith (Beta) 2fc, Barry Chapman (Beta] 
2. Easy Course Ian Cheetham (Greeves) 4, Ross Duncan (Montesa) 7fc, Martin Dennis (TRS) 7 


Weardale Pool League 

By Neil Coates 
Week 12 

STANHOPE Bonny Moor Hen entertained 
Stanhope Grey Bull this week and got off 
to a great start with Jack Tinkler and Ryan 
EmblEng winning. 

Carl Tun stall and Stuart Brown drew the 
Grey Bull level before the hosts restored their 
two point advantage with Chris Henderson 
and David Ward claiming points. The visitors 
were all square once again after taking the 
first two doubles points and in the deciding 
frame it was the Bonny Moor Hen who 
came out on top to take a narrow 5-4 overall 
victory. 

Elsewhere, an 8-baEt clearance from 5t 
Johns Chapel Bfue Bell's Ian Mear was only 
a consolation as they were defeated 7-2 by 
Wolsingham Black Lion. Due to the owners 
of Stanhope Bonny Moor Hen moving out 
in the new year and it being unknown as to 
when new landlords wifi be taking over, the 
Bonny Moor Hen pool team will move to the 
Grey Bull as a 'B' team. 

Results Round Up: Stanhope Bonny Moor 
Hen 5 Stanhope Grey Bull 4, 5t lohns 
Chapel Blue Bell 2 Wolsingham Black Lion 
7, Wolsingham Bay Horse 2 Frosterley Inn 
7, Blanchland Sports Club 6 Stanhope Pack 
Horse 3. 

f 

Looking for 

THINGS TO OO 

in & around the Dale? 

Call into The Hub, Stanhope 

They have leaflets on a wide 
range of activities, such as: 

• Stanhope Fossil Tree 

• Allenheads Geotrail 

• Blanchland Geotrail 

• Dufton Geotrail 

• Discover Blanchland 

• Your Durham Wildlife Trust 

• High Force & Bowles Geotrail 

• Bow lees Visitor Centre 

• Geology of the North Pennlnes 

Ail this and lots more! 

L ) 



Advertisements 


AJ's Metal Recycling 


All scrap metal 
taken away FREE 

Cash paid for valuables 

Call Andy on 0781 SOB 2655 


PETER'S PRIVATE HIRE/TAXI 

8 Sealer Luxury Mini-Bus 

Airports ■ Hospitals * Nights Out 

Tel: (01388)527812 & 0776 596 9711 


Bespoke Picture Framing Service 

Here in the heart of Weardale 

Call John on 07908 573045 

www. n orth peon inestu dios.co.uk 

North Fennine Studies, 

Ea'itvell -Cc&acE. 7 Frail Street. IreEhDpebLrn DL13 1HA 


High Etherley 
Decorators Ltd 

44 years' experience 

Specialists in the home 

Extra Care taken and a professional finish 

Tel: (01383] 832608 
Mob: 0782 522 9040 


n 

V 


Lapwing 

Computers 

Sales, service & support for 
businesses, charities & home users 


* PCs. laptops & servers 

4 Network installation & support 

* Wireless networks 

* Virus removal 

* Repairs & upgrades 

* Support contracts 

01388 537337 ■ www.lapwing.net 



Let companies 
know you saw 
their advert here] 


AA 

positivesolutions 

altogether individual 

Pensions 



Protection 


Graeme Spratt 
Financial Adviser 


01207 580357- 07885 899476 

E groeme4pralt@fhi n kpa-sf live .to.uk 
W www. graem&spralt.ce. u k 
77 Victoria Road ■ Consett ■ DH8 5AY 
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Christmas Tree Festival at Stanhope 


IN the tead-up to the festive season, a 
stunning Christmas Tree Festival was held in 
Stanhope Methodist chapel. 

Businesses and individuals made trees 
of sizes and there were some ingenious 
creations. Visitors were able to vote for the 
three they liked the best and the winner 
was revealed at the end of the festival 
as the one entered by the Stanhope and 
Weardale branch of the MS Society. This was 
a huge tree, made from planks of wood and 
decorated like the inside of a shop - a charity 
shop to be precise! 



Oth ers of note in clu de the Wl d ispl ay which 
ingeniously used recycled matter to produce 
a tree for zero cost. Using plastic bottles to 
create baubles and used paper, it was a very 
interesting and thought-provoking exhibit 
Winnie's tree in memory of a recently 
deceased lady was also interesting. Her 
family brought along her tree and it was 
one of the entries too. An excellent way to 
remember a loved one at Christmas. 



Rebecca with some of her decorated buttons 



The idea for the festival came from church 
member and stalwart, Gillian Herron, who 
had helped organise last year's knitted 
tree event. "We decided to do something 
different this year/ she said. "And the sister 
of a church member told us they had done 
something similar in a church in Scotland so 
we made the decision to do it here and again 
involve the local community." 

Visitors were given a quiz sheet containing 
close-up photographs and had to guess 
which t ree each was. It was qu ite cha I le ngi ng! 
Other trees included a Dorset Cartwheel 




button tree by Rebecca Ashton from Stanhope. 
Rebecca, who was helping mother, Miriam, 
man a charity stall in the adjoining school 
room to raise money for Leukaemia Research, 
explained the concept. Her tree was made up 
of 50 brass rings laboriously covered with woo! 
using blanket stitches. Rebecca makes them 
into bespoke buttons and brooches using an 
art form very popular 200 years ago. 



A close-up of the recycled materials used 


Other trees inside the chapel came from 
businesses such as the Durham Dales Centre, 
the Weardale Gazette and a very clever ne 
from the Village Lanterne. There were many 
others too, including from individuals like 
Archie Mckellar and a group of ladies. 

All-in-all, the festival was a huge success. 
Let's see how they top this one next 
Christmas! 



Daisy Chain Florist's tree 


Above: Deacon Sue Peat with organiser 
Gillian Herron and the Methodist Tree 



Weardale Hub's tree 



Archie's Tree 


The winning tree 
- voted for by visitors - 
was the 

M S Society 

- Congratulations - 

Marry thanks to ali who took part 
and to the visitors 
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EMERGENCY NOs 


DOCTORS 

Crook __....01388 762945 

Stanhope . 01388 528555 

St John's Chape!........ 01388537296 

Tow Law 01338 730251 

Willington ........................ 01338742500 

Wolsingham .. 01338 537296 


DEFIBRILLATOR 
WEARDALE LOCATIONS 


There are IS public access defibrillators in 
Weardale. The portable cefia mat hires can re¬ 
start the heart in an emergency. The defibs can 
be used by any member of the public at any 
time. The machine gives full instructions and 
the user will also be guided through the process 
by the ambulance call handler. The public can 
gain access to the green cabinet (whrch hold the 
defibs) by calling SSB and they will be given an 
access code. Defi hril lators can kee p a patient alive 
while waiting for the all-important ambulance. 

Weardale's d efi bs can be found in green cabinets 
on the walls of the following locations: 

Cow shill Village Hail, DLL! IDA 
Daddry Shield, The Institute, DL13 1NW 
Eastgate The Cross Keys. Dili 2HW 
FrostEfley Village Hall. 0L13 2QW 
Hill End Telephone Box, DLL3 25X 
Ireshopeburn The Village Hall, DL13 1ER 
Rookhope Working Men's Club, DL13 2AQ. 
Stanhope Weardale Motors Garage, DO3 2YQ 
Stanhope Chemist , DL13 2T7 
Stanhope. Crawleyside. DO 3 2EN 
Stanhope The Grey Bull. DO3 2PE 
St. John's Chapel Doctor's Surgery, DL13 1QW 
Wearhead Village l-lall, DL13 1DY 
Westgate Village Hall. DOB 1RX 
Wltton-le-Wear Fled telephone box, DL14 0AS 
Wol sing ham Community School, DL13 3DN 
Wotsingham Robson's Motor Homes. DOB 3HU 
Wotsingham Town Hall, DLL3 3AF 
Wotsingham Tunstall Reservoir DL13 3 LX 


Police Appeal 


RECYCLING 


Council committee seeking new member 

MEMBERS of the public are being invited- to apply to serve on Durham County Council's 
Audit Committee. 

The council is seeking to appoint a new co-opted member to serve on the committee 
until 30 April 2019. The role of the committee is to approve the final accounts and advise 
tooth full council and the Cabinet on audit and governance issues. The co-opted member 
will serve alongside nine elected county councillors and one other co-opted member to 
assist the council in maintaining high standards of corporate governance as well as bring¬ 
ing additional knowledge, expertise and independence. 

Anyone applying should be completely independent from the council and politically in¬ 
dependent. It would also be helpful if they had knowledge of how local government works 
as well as knowledge of risk management and corporate governance arrangements in oth¬ 
er public or private sectors. The successful candidate will be required to attend around 
six or seven meetings a year as well as some training sessions and would toe able to claim 
reasonable travelling expenses. 

Application forms and further details can be obtained by emailing democraticservicesgf 
durham.gov. ufe 

The closing date for anyone interested is 12 January 2013, 


Curious piece of wood 
comes to light 

INFORMATION 

SOUGHT 

AN unusual piece of wood has been 
uncovered by the founder of a charity. 

Steve Vasey who founded and runs 
Cornerstone, a charity concerned with the 
homeless, is seeking information about the 
wooden sign, which he believes originated 
in Weard aie. The boa rd h a s wh at appea rs to 
be a long poem, entitled 'Celestial Railway' 
ca rved i nto it a Ion g with a carved d rawi ng of 
a tunnel — prhaps a railway tunnel? There is 
a signature at the bottom, presumably the 
poet/artist and his name is John Downie, 
There was certainly at least one Downie 
family in the Dale so Steve's hunch regarding 
its origin may be true. Gazette readers 
always have the answer to any query so if 
you know who John Downie was or is and 
any other information about this, please get 
in touch (contact details on Page 2). 


. - 


ICU 
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John Downie s name 


The carved drawing of a tunnel 


— Junior Band- 

at High House 

STANHOPE Junior Band performed at a Carol service held at 
High House Chapel in the run up to the Christmas festivities. 

Deacon Sue Peat, conducting her final carol service in the 
chapel -the world's oldest Methodist chapel - was delighted 
with the success of the event and especially the band. 

"it is always the highlight of my year," she said. 


■—-■ 


~ i -■* ~ 




Police appeal for witnesses to thefts 
- in WoEsingham - 

POLICE are appealing for any information regarding three separate incidents, where three 
vehicles have been broken into. 

These all occurred in Wotsingham - In Lydgate View, Leazes Lane, and West End. These 
incidents took place sometime overnight between Wednesday 13 December at 4pm and 
Thursday 14 December at 6:15am. 

If you witnessed anything that may assist Police with their investigations or have any 
CCTV footage, please contact PC 147 Canvin on 101 and quote incident reference DHMI- 
14122017-0067. 

Police are also asking residents to be vigilant and ensure their motor vehicle is secure at 
all times, and that all personal possessions have been removed. 

If you do notice anything suspicious police would urge everyone to report this directly to 
the police on 101. 


Mini Police 

from Weardale Neighbourhood Policing Team, Chris Elms 


Well done Weardale Mini Police! 

5CH0GL children and police officers have been helping to spread some Christmas cheer by 
delivering presents to a care home and community hospital in Weardale. 

In the run-up to Christmas, Weardale Mini Police, together with officers from Weardale 
Neighbourhood Police Team and staff from Wolsingtiam Primary School, delivered gifts 
to patients at Weardale Community Hospital and the residents at Cross hill Care Home in 
Stanhope. 

Helped by PCSQs, Chris Elms and Ross Herring, the children collected presents for the 
previous two months, with local residents donating gifts, as well as 5cotmid Co-operative, 
Police Mutual and Lush cosmetics. 

PCSO Elms said: "The response from the local community was so good that we received 
too many donations! The remainder of the gifts are being donated to the women's refuge 
and the local food bank in Crook. 

"The Mini Police took time out to speafe with the patients, residents and staff explaining 
their role and what they do in the community. They also gave presents to the staff members 
who will also be working over the Christmas period. The children wished everyone a merry 
Christmas and sang carols to the patients and residents. 4 ' 


A household waste recycling service for 
Weardale residents operates on alternate 
Saturdays until 21 April 20IB. The site is 
based Frosterley, opposite Shertourn Stone 
Quarry, off A6S9, Frosterley. 


A Unique Shopping 
Experience in the Dale 


In future editions, we're aiming to bring you 
a list of retailers and what they have to offer! 
- Watch this space for more details! - 


Nature Reserves 


wildlife 

TRUSTS 

DURHAM 


from TeeS to 1YNG 


In future editions, we're 
aiming to bring you regular 
updates from local nature 
reserves. Watch this space 
for more details! 


The curious piece of wood 
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RECENT REVIEWS 


2017 Review of Mighty Wurlitzer’s year 

By Fred Thompson 

WHAT an amazing 2017 Season the Mighty Wurlitzer has had during the North East Theatre Organ 
Association's Program of Events. 

Building on the 2016 Queen's's award for Voluntary Service {QAVS), NETOA was proud to install 
a smart display cabinet in January for all Wurly Goers to see and admire the Award. Not forgotten 
the Mighty Wurlitzer was given a brilliant golden update with all the gold leaf on the WurUtzer being 
renewed hack to its original splendour. To compliment the Mighty Wurlitzer in it's new livery r a new 
Closed Circuit T V System was installed with two large screens either side of the Wurlitzer showing 
the organist playing with a close-up view of the manuals. 

Also the percussion chambers can be shown operating during a performance. A large TV screen in 
the Tearoom is also part of the system. 

To get the 2017 Season off to a good start during Spring, organists Simon Gledhill, John Mann and 
wonderful Jean Martyn performed at the New Victoria Centre, Howden-LeAVear to delight Wurly 
Goers with brilliant shows and a sell out cream tea Concert by the New Vic Allstars completed a 
great start to the year. The Annual Fete at the end of May proved a tremendous success with people 
from far and wide enjoying and seeing how the Wurlitzer sounds and works and all the other attrac¬ 
tions from the Continental Perlee Street Organ to all the interesting stalls. 

Summer at the New Victoria Centre saw Australian Organist Scott Harrison In concert and the 
International flavour continued with Japan's Chi ho Sunamotoand 1 Jon Smith In concert to play Best 
Of All Worlds with Mighty Wurlitzer, Grand Piano and fantastic Electronic Organ presentation. The 
Annual Visitor/Open Day in conjunction with Durham Heritage Day attracted many visitors all day 
from a wide area helping the community and tourism in County Durham to highlight all the attrac¬ 
tions available to enjoy. 

Summer was rounded off in fine fashion with Young Organists' Showcase, all brilliant Star award 
winners and all under 25yrsold. Autumn/Winter concerts continued giving top billing entertainment 
with Damon Willetts from the Midlands and from the Thursford Collection in Norfolk Star Organist 
Robert Wolfe. The Friends of NETOA excelled by presenting the Mighty Wurlitzer Annual Awards 
with the New Vic Allstar's including vocalist Nicola Wright from Crook delighting a sell out audience. 

The Awards were presented by Adam Zalr Mayor of Bishop Auckland and also a very fine organ¬ 
ist, the winner Graeme Scarlett from Shildon and runner up Jim Robinson from Durham with the 
proceeds of the evenings raffle * £155- being donated to the Mayor's Charily "The Great North Air 
Ambulance". 

Throughout the 2017 season Friends of the Mighty Wurlitzer have been pleased towelcome more 
and more to the new WURLY GiGs which gives NETOA Wurlitzer Friends the opportunity to play and 
jam on the Wurlitzer and entertain all present and help keep music live. The NETAO Wurlitzer Friends 
also helped to present a Charity Concert organised by Mike Foreman in aid of the Cancer Ambulance 
Trust " DAFT AS A BRUSH" raising and donating ElOOO. 

NETOA is also pleased to host the Howden-Le-Wear Village Christmas Service at the New Victoria 
Centre which brings together all local community groups to celebrate Christmas. 

Finally two wonderful Traditional Christmas concerts with Andrew Nix at the Console with season¬ 
al music in a seasonal setting of Xmas Decorations with Xmas Tree and Mince Pies to complete a very 
successful year. For more information, visit the website at www.netoa .org. u k 


The Bishop’s Consort-St Thomas Church, Stanhope 
Monday 18 December 2017 By wmie Giles 

] HAVE never been to Kimberley in South Africa or Kalgoorlie in Western Australia, but I can 
understand the allure of digging through the blue clay for diamonds or sifting gravel to find gold 
nuggets and can Imagine the delight of the excavator when a particularly fine example of either is 
discovered. 

We didn't have to imagine this delight on Monday night, when we were the lucky audience 
witnessinga beautiful evening. 

The Bishop is indeed a Bishop, being an e*-Bishop of Salisbury and his delightful wife is indeed 
his consort. I would Imagine that the Bishop has always bathed in music, not as a temptation in his 
search for God, but as a complementary way of sharing an earthly beauty that can lead one on a 
path of discovery. Apart from bei ng joined on stage by his wife, he worked with five excellent young 
men with voices ranging from bass to counter-tenor. This latter voice was not only excellent but 
sublime. 

The evening was subtly surrounded by competing dualities and the ever-present need to 
concentrate on these while being seduced by the most glorious of music. Humour competed with 
Harmony. (Who else would call the group the Bishop's Consort playing on the coupling with the 
Bishop's Concert.] The Harmony was provided by mainly 16th Century music featuring, among 
others, Michael Praetorius and William Byrd. Chanting, harmony, exquisite rounds and repetitions 
were all present. 

Audience participation was encouraged, but like lea jus, we tumbled as we gat too close to the sun. 
The readings too were beautiful and l remember the Consort's rendition of Eve and the Bishop's 
words on the simple achieving the front rank In heaven ahead of the gifted with their sometimes 
tainted knowledge. 

If you get the chance to see them, then please make the effort - yon won't be disappointed. 


The Weardale Community Choir 

By Willie: Giles 

2017 was a year with the usual complement of rainy anti windy weather, culminating in low 
December temperatures and a little snow. 

A dry autumn helped with the outside jobs but did little for the ever fewer salmon struggling 
their way upstream. ]n keeping with the year as a theme, our choir sang a number of songs 
about the seasons under the leadership of our choirmaster, Duncan Brown and the talented 
and supportive pianist, Damien Hassan. 

These were followed by two wonderful pieces of music written respectively by Paul Traves, 
"Stones of the Wear" and Duncan Brown, "The Weardale Chest". Finally as if in sympathy 
with the seasonal circle that we had sung about in the first half, we sang Carols, that in their 
original definition were garlands or rounds only later becoming associated with the Nativity. 
Appropriately our last Carol was the "Twelve Days of Christmas" where arm and body actions 
we re e m pi oyed, errati cal ly by so m e and beautifully by others, to d epi ct the passi ng of the days. 

Many thanks to all the audience who braved the bitter weather and were happy to forego 
the de I ights of the final of" 5t ri ct!y Come Dancing", so that they co ul d cast t heir votes for all the 
choir members in the friendly Frosterley Village Hall. 

Next year in the natural order of things there will be changes, with a new Committee de¬ 
livering exciting new ideas, including a performance at Durham Cathedral in February. Despite 
these changes we will treasure our roots of friendship in the harsh rocky valley that is Weardale 
and look forward to. 


Great support for the return 

of the Festive Fair! By Kirsty Deacon-Brown 



Bishop Auckland community fair - Weardale Warblers 


IN the region of 1Q0D people braved the freezing 
temperatures to visit the Community Festive fair on 
Sun cay 10 December at Bishop Auckland College. 

They weren't disappointed either as the weather 
□nly added to the festive feels of the day. Ice Queen 
and sister Anna opened the event, organised by 
County Durham's Wellbeing for Life service, fallowed 
by an impressive display from Spidery. Spectators 
browsed the 7D+- stalls selling unique handmade gifts 
or informing people about local services available to 
them to improve their wellbeing. 

People also took part in robot building, arts and 
crafts, healthy festive food demonstrations, cycling 
to Santa and men were taking advantage of free hair 
and beard cuts from the Man Cave. 

Santa was a big delight too; Julie Cockburn 
attended with her family and said "Just wanted to 
say a huge "WELL DONE" to Wellbeing for Life on 
such an amazing fair. There was something on for 
everyone, it was a wonderful day. A lot of hard work 


and dedication was put into the event so thank 
you from me and my family. P.s the Santa was 
AMAZINGU! The best Santa we have seen in a 
very long time. Thank you for putting this event 
on." 

Two local choirs brought the event to a close. 
The Bishop Auckland! Choral Society beautifully 
sang some classic carols and Wellbeing for 
Life's singing group 'The Weardale Warblers' 
entertained the last of the crowds with their 
first ever public performance of some family 
favou rites. 

Wellbeing for Life aims to help people to live 
well a nd ma intain good hea Ith for the m se Ives and 
those around them. The aim of this large scale 
event was to celebrate Christmas as a community 
and to share all the good things that happen 
locally. As weli as to inform local people that 
Wellbeing for Life are around to support them to 
live well this Winter. 



Photos and videos from the 
event are on their Facebook 
page: @CountyDurham 
Well bei ngForLifeService. 

For further information 
on the Wellbeing for Life 
service contact freephone 
OSAO S7&GSS7 or visit 
www.wellbeingforlife.net, 
twitter (5)WBFL_Durham 


Santa and helpers 


Rescue team donates vehicle 


By Scott Basset 

THE Teesdale & Weardale Search & Mountain Rescue team has donated one of its vehicles, 
which had become surplus to requirements, to another mountain rescue team. 

The coach-built vehicle was purchased through charitable donations in 2003 and was used as a 
central control and communication station during searches and also doubled as an ambulance. 
During its time with the team it covered over 50,000 miles and attended over 400 call-outs and 
events! 

The team is about to announce the purchase of a much improved version of their search 
control vehicle, hence the old vehicle becoming redundant. After much discussion and 
consultation it was decided to offer it free to other mountain or cave rescue teams who may be 
able to utilise it. 

Aberglaslyn mountain rescue team who are based in Porthmadog north east Wales expressed 
an interest in having the vehicle to use as part of their water rescue unit, and so two members 
of Aberglaslyn MRT drove from Wales to Durham to collect the vehicle. 

After a long drive, Dave Evans and Paul Jones from AMRT were very happy to accept the keys 
from TWSMRT member, Pete Morrison. By now the vehicle should be in its new home in north 
Wales where we hope it will give many more years of valuable service! 



Pete Morrison hands keys to vehicle to Dave Evans, with team mate Paul Jones 
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More damage at St John’s Chapel 


A FEW months after the pavilion in 5t John's 
Chapel recreation field was damaged by van¬ 
dal s r the playing field itself has been churned 
up fry a vehicle. 

County Councillor John 5huttleworth re¬ 
ported both incidents to police, neither have 
resulted in a perpetrator being, identified. A 
frustrated Cllr Shuttleworth, after receiving 
notice that the froth cases had been dosed, 
wrote to Police, Crime and victims' Commis¬ 
sioner. Ron Hogg. 

He reminded Mr Hogg of their meeting 
in late September to discuss rural issues. "3 
made it quite plain then, as \ do now, that 
myself, and my constituents don't ask for 
very much.* 

"However, when there are issues 3 do ex¬ 
pect them to be dealt with, and not simply 
taken lightly, and stuck in somebody's desk 
draw. In Weardale alone, in Police Tax we 
pay in excess of £500,000 towards Policing. 
Together with Central Government funding 
I therefore feel it is only right and proper 
that Weardale is entitled to more cover, as 
we have some crime and r the fear of crime 1 , 
more so with the elderly. 

"When I reported an Issue at St John's 
Chapel and told that \ can have a phone con¬ 
versation the following day at 12.15,1 think it 
is totally unacceptable and to that end I want 


something done about the current situation, 
whereby we have more Police visibility. If we 
don't, I see no reason why residents should 
pay and not receive a service!" 

Cllr Shuttteworth reported the incident 
and Its follow-up to the Weardale gazette 
and added, "Maybe we need to set up our 
own independent Police Force for Weard- 
ale.' h 


Ron Hogg said' "I have been in correspond¬ 
ence with Ofr Shuttle worth regarding this in¬ 
cident and I have promised to look into it and 
report back to him. If anyone has any further 
information I urge them to pass it on to the 
police by calling 101. Please remember that 
you can provide Information anonymously if 
you so wish " 


"I want to reassure the community that 
we do take rural crime seriously, hence the 
introduction of our Rural Policing Statement, 
the development of the Rural Policing Unit 
, and the openEng of the new Police station 
in Stanhope. This seeks to underline our 
continued commitment in our rural commu¬ 
nities." 



VCtwt *©n? 


Wheels to Meals 


Dear Friend 

The January programme is enclosed and you are welcome to book your places by ringing 
us on (01388) S28777, preferably Monday to Friday between 10am and 12 noon from 4th 
January onwards, or you can leave a message and we will get back to you. 

We will contact you with pick up times the day before your trip. We appreciate that, 
sometimes, things get missed so please do cal I us if we haveiVt contacted you by lunchtime 
the day before your trip or by Friday lunchtime if the trip is on a Sunday or Monday. 

If you would like to go on any trips, we would be grateful if you could book as early 
as possible as we may need to find extra volunteers. For scheduling purposes, it is far easier 
to cancel a place than add people at the last minute. 

We always welcome your Ideas for new venues and other services so please keep 
them coming! 

New this month is Toronto Lodge, Bishop Auckland on Monday 15th January. The 
pantomime on Friday 12th January starts at 2pm. 

As we start a new year, your £2 membership of the Weardale Community Transport 
Travel Club is now due so please let us have this as you are able. Thank you. 

We wish you a Happy & Healthy New Year) 

Love from Gillian & The Team xXx 


™ For this programme, we will start taking bookings on Thursday 4th January 
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WALK FOR LIFE 
STANHOPE & WQLSINGHAM 

IF you want to take your first steps in 
Improving your health and fitness, or if you 
just want to stay healthy, there are some 
free, short, led health walks available in 
Weardale. All sessions are free and are led 
by qualified walk leaders. 

For further information contact 
Victoria Lee on 03000 Z6QB56 or 075B4 
141202: Mondays from Wolsingham 

Library at 10.15am to 11:30am / 11.45am: 
Wednesdays from Durham Dales Centre, 
Stanhope at 12:45pm to 2pm. 


Weardale Vineyard 
Community Church 
* Family Worship - 

WEARDALE Vineyard Community Church 
meets for Family Worship every Sunday 
10.30am in the Meeting Room, Dales Centre, 
Stanhope. Children's h Ch ill-out'' time and 
refreshments afterwards. Lifts available. 

For more information, or to arrange lift, 
please call: 077 B3S0 8634. 

Visit website on: 
www.weardalevineyards.net 
or find us on Facebook: weardale vineyards. 


Crazy Fun Club, Billy Row 

Every Monday between 5pm ■ 7 pm 
Billy Row Community Centre, Stanley Way 
A weekly group for young people 

WHILE many youth clubs around the area have 
closed down, the Billy Row group continues to 
exist. 

Youngsters can enjoy playing on the X-Box, Play 
Station, air hockey, pool table, Wii and so much 
more. It costs just £3 for the two hours and there 
are also refreshments on offer. 

Harold Wilsher and his wife, Lucy, run the 
club and are appealing for more members to go 
□long and enjoy social time with their peers. All 
welcome. 


Rhythm not blues 

(Every Monday, 2pm, at the Community 
Association in Chester-le-Street) 

A GROUP of friendly volunteers will welcome 
all, including those with memory problems, 
or perhaps feeling isolated or with long term 
illnesses, together with family and/ or carers, to 
enjoy an hour of singing and fun. Cafe opens for 
tea and coffee; 2.30pm to 3.30pm singing, perhaps 
a dance and a lot of laughter. Sessions are £2 per 
person. By Peter Margun 


Friends of 5t Thomas' programme of events 

The Friends of St Thomas' church, which was 
founded earlier this year and launched at the 
Family History weekend, have published an 
exciting programme of events. 

The Friends will hold an 
EPIPHANY SUPPER PARTY 
Friday 19th January, in the church hall 
Includes entertainment and a raffle 


Stanhope^Farmers' 
iarket hi 


Lot 

111 LJit? chuivh EEalL, Ird SaLirday ot L"«:h iimtu h 

lUam to '2pm 
in the Church Hall 

stalls featuring organic vegetables, meat, 
sausages, cakes, cheese, jams, home baked 
bread, pies, chutneys and local crafts 
Refreshments 

20thJanuary 2038 
17th, Fphruary 2D-18 
17th Maidi 201fl 
21 st April 


Si an? a mi r n M a r krl 
stHficpenurLef ii enuil j*im 




Quilting Group 
at Ea stgate Village hall 
(Every Tuesday, 12:30pm - 3:30pm) 

A TRADITIONAL Weardale Quilting class is 

open to ail. For more in formation contact 
Elsie Walton on 01388 517244. 


New Sewing Group 

at Eastgate Village Hall 
[meet every Monday evening at 6.30pm— 
9pm) 

A NEW sewing group has been established 

which meets in Eastgate Village Hall. 

J Sew Together - Sew Wot' is open to all 
ages - male and female. 

For more information contact Ann Gibbins 
on either 013SB 517249 or 07766 836060. 


Westgate Village Kail events 

• Carpet bowls: Mondays, 7.30pm-9pm 

• Busy Fingers: Wednesdays, 1.30- 4pm 

(fortnightly) 

• Yoga: Thursdays, 10am - 11am 

• Community Pop in for Coffee 

Last Thursday of the month, 2pm - 4pm 

• Community Coffee: 

Thursday, 30th November, 2pm - 4pm 


Weardale Warblers 

THE Well-being for Life project has introduced a 
new singing group into Wolsingham. Everyone is 
welcome Co go along to Wolsingham Town Hall 
for this free - and fun - social group for a friendly 
singing session with an instructor. The aim is to 
sing for fun - no experience needed! You don't 
have to he a good singer. The eight-week sessions 
started last month but you still have time to join 
in — every Tuesday from 10:45am 


Westgate Village hall events 

• Carpet bowls - Mondays, 7.30pm-9pm 

• Busy Fingers - Wednesdays, 1.30- 4pm 

(fortnightly) 

• Yoga. Thursdays, 10am - 11am 

• Community Pop in for Coffee 

Last Thursday of the month, 2pm - 4pm 


Stanhope Photographic Society's 
first'Open Nights' in. 2018 are: 
'Svalbard - Kingdom of the ice Sear' 
Tuesday, 6 February 
This wll I be followed by 
A presentation by Geoff Hepples 
'Amalfi Coast & Sorrento' 
Tuesday 20 February 
Alt are welcome, 

Entrance £1.50, including refreshments. 
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Stanhope Fish Pass project abandoned 


A PROJECT designed to aid the passageway 
of spawning fish through the river Wear In 
Stanhope had to be abandoned last month after 
bad weather foiled attempts to complete it. 

The Environment Agency (EA) had acquired 
funding to do the work near Stanhope Gauging 
Station hut fishermen and environmentalists 
were angered at the timing of the work. The 
contractors were under fire, mainly due to the 
vast amount of dumpy bags of sand that were 
washed away during heavy rain and the EA was 
heavily criticised for organising the start of the 
project at a crucial point in the fishing calendar. 

Award-winning environmentalist, Nigel Walt 
from Crook, who spends every day taking 
rubbish out of the river Wear, found some of 
the dumpy bags almost a mile downstream and 
has taken over 60 of them out of the water. Neit 
Smith From the EA took the criticism on the chin 
but has since left the organisation. He agreed 
that It wasn't the Ideal time of year to begin 
such a project but also commented that a lot of 
the major part of the work had been completed 
satisfactorily. 


The work was due to begin in June but 
was put back until the autumn. The project 
proceeded for fear of losing the funding but 
was very soon hit by the effects of a swollen 
river. The contractors were reported as saying 
they would have happily pulled out at that 
stage but were urged to continue because of 
the benefits of the project, which even those 
who have criticised the work agreed was true. 

Nell Smith, before his departure, said, 
"Unfortunately there has been debris in the 
water and it wasn't the Ideal time to begin the 
work but much progress has been made and 
when the project re-starts later this year. It will 
he easier for the contractors to complete it." 

The Wear Rivers Trust was also involved in 
the planning of the project and explained that 
it was due to be undertaken In the summer and 
last around six weeks. Reter Mai Ion said, "My 
thoughts are that with the benefit of hindsight 
the job could have been done a bit differently. 
The delay from June to the autumn was clearly 
not ideal. 




Stanhope fish pass project - devastated by the raging River Wear 


"The use of dumpy bags proved to be 
inadequate for a main river channel which 
responds very quickly to rainfall and this lesson 
should be taken on board for the future. The 
real ity I s that project del Ivery tun ing, pa rticu larly, 
when there has been an u nplan ned delay, can be 
driven by contractor availability and annualised 
govern merit spe n d i n g constra I nts. 

"If construction had been delayed to the 
spring, seasonal flows may well have been 
higher than in the autumn. Failure to deliver the 
project before the end of the financial year 31 
march 2018, may have meant losing the funding 

altogether. It is known that weather patterns 
and consequently river How levels are becoming 
Increasingly unpredictable. In June July 2012 
the Wear Rivers Trust built a fish pass sequence 
in the Lumley park burn sub catchment which 
was washed out three times before completion. 

"I do not think it is in dispute that the 
considerable ecological benefits from the 
Stanhope fish pass wilt far outweigh any short 
term disruption." 

The £A issued a statement before the project 
was abandoned: "Unfortunately due statutory 
design and environmental approvals taking 
longer to obtain than planned this programme 
slipped. 


"The risk to spawning fish was low at this 
location because of the bedrock immediately 
downstream. As a result we agreed to proceed 
with building the new pass rather than wait 
another year and risk losiqg the funding for 
this much needed fish pass. The improvements 
to the gauging weir and new fish passage will 
have long-term benefits to the River Wear fish 
stocks and angling" 

The project will hopefully re-start as soon 
as possible. 


Jacob Kenneth William Pattinson 
bom 21 NavembEX 2017 

Mark and Ke lly Patfinson 
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Stunning winter 
scenes at 
Killhope 

WHILE the rest of the country was battling winter 

blizzards — including London — the north-east for 
once escaped the extreme weather but there 
were still some wonderful snowy sights across 
the county. 

Huge icicles formed at Killhope Lead Mining 
Museum while a frozen waterfall appeared from 
the water coming out of the mine. 

Maria McArdle, Museum Operations Officer 
at Killhope, said: "Killhope is beautiful at all 
times of the year but on days like today it is even 
more spectacular and although we are dosed to 
visitors during winter it is nice to be able to share 
some of these festive images." 

To see a video of the icicles visit the Facebook 
page: www.facetJook.com/durhamcouncii (and 
scroll to 11 December) 



ISSN 2045-&G53 


9 772045 8050 


0 5 4 



J. Newton 

Painting &. OecnraTing 


• Small family run business 

• Internal and external Decoration 

• Domestic and Commercial 

• We cover all your decorating needs 

Teh 0138S 832895 Mob: 07881627727 
E: j.newtonl410(S) btintemet.com 


DANNY WOOD 
BUILDERS 

Carrying out 

ALL aspects of building work 

* Sen builds 

* Eli tnsious & rages 

* Conversions & re notation* 

* Roofing & "uttering 

* .3 niiu?n & kitchen littin” 
v Plastering A tiling 

Free estimates given 
01388 528288 / 07843 576548 


M 


G.R* MARTIN LTD 

BUILDING CONTRACTOR 
Est. 1974 


* Extensions - Modernisations 
- Improvements * New Houses 
* Traditional Lime Pointing 
* G.R.P, Rat Roofing 
■ Roofing - Plastering 

SOVEREIGN DAMP PROOF SPECIALIST 

Rook hope, Weardale 
Adam Tel: (01388) SI7 124 
Mob: 07833 737 486 

Estimates Free ■*- Competitive Rates 

Email: grmartinltd@iive.com 

* * 


NEW YEAH - NEW ADVERT? 

Contact us to promote your business 
Call the Weardale Gazette on (01388) 527706 


K&W Electrical 



m 


(plus associated plumbing) 


Domestic &. Commercial Approved 
Electrical Contractor 
General Handyman work also undertaken 

free Estimates and Advice 

Very Competitive Rates 

TeL Ken On £28499 

Mobile Q7B&4 890 BSE 
E. ken@kandwservice5.me.uk 1 
HA PIT www.kandwservicas.rTte.uk I 




r Jonathan Elliott ^ 

PLUMBING & HEATING 


Telephone: 01388 527006 
Mobile: 07970 482 241 
All aspects of 

PLUMBING & HEATING WORK 


carried out by 
QUALIFIED TRADESMAN 

Local, Professional Service 
Quality Guaranteed- ^ 


West End Garage 
(Wolsingham) Ltd 

• Diagnostic 

• MOT Preparation 

• Wheel alignment 

• Repairs 

• Mobile Agricultural and 
Commercial Tyre Fitting 

Telephone: 

(01383) 527440 or 52GS33 



ridleyexhausts 

• Servicing • Exhausts • 
Tyre and Mot Centre 

Brickflats Garage,Tow Law 


Telephone: 

01388 730455 ' 
01383 730483 


iVA i’fl ■ L > 







































































































